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but particularly in the metropolitan area
and on the Goldfields. I have explained
previously that there is not a road hoard
in the State with a revenwe sufficient to
allow it to earry out a programme of pro-
viding 100 per cent. roads for its rate-
payers. Most road bLoards bave territory
in which they ecannot in any circumstances
construct the roeds and do the work neces-
sary to satisfy the residents of their dis-
tricts.

tHon. H. L. Eoche: What about Pepper-
mint (rove?

Hon. W. R. HALL: I do not know much
about that, but if the hon. member is refer-
ring to the Minister for Mines, he should
direet bis interjection to him, The ques-
tion of improving the Great Eastern High-
way between Coolgardie and Southern
Cross or a little further was a matter that
the Labour Government had well in hacd.
Most of the surface from No. 5 Pumping
Station to four miles this side of South-
ern Cross has been tarred, and although
work was discontinued during the war
period, it has been resumed. I have great
sympathy for the motorist of today, who
is one of the greatest assets the State and
Commonwealth have. He more or less
pays for the roads and yel, even in the
metropolitan  area, we encounter some
““wicked!’ roads, of which I conld name
several. YWhen that state of affairs exists
in the metropolitan area, members ecan
imngine what the country roads are like
and what a toll the corrmgations take of
the ears. Seven or eight vears have
elapsed since we were promised a good
road  between Cooleardie and Southern
Cross, and I hope the present Government
will have that section eompleted as early
as possible.

Motorists had a very bad spin during
the war years. They are taxed heavily
and T eclaim that they are entitled to
greater consideration now that the war is
over, Doubtless the aeute tyre position
was brought about largely through the
roads being in such a bad condition. As
the Main Poads Board is doing the work
on the Coolgardie—Southern Cross see-
tion, efforts should be made to complete
it as sonon as possible. T hope that my re-
marks will earry some influence with the
flovernment, and above all I trust that
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the mining industry will receive the con-
sideration it deserves.

On motion by Hon. A. L. Loton, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.12 p.m.

TLegislative Assembly.

Tuesday,- 19th August, 1047,

Paas

Question: Milk, a8 te monopoly for trentment
licensees ... w218
Electornl, swearing-in of member ., v Bl4
Address-in-reply, sixth day .. e 214

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers,

QUESTION.
MILK.

As ta Monopoly for Treatment Licensaes.

Hon, J. T. TONKIN asked the Minister
for Agriculture:

(1) Is he aware that in the exercise of
powers under Seetion 26 of the Milk Act the
Milk Board in reducing the numher of
treatment licenses and refusing to approve
of contracts except as between dairymen
and holders of treatment licenses has ereated
a situation which is alrendy developing to a
state of complete monopoly of the treatment
of milk for distribution to consumers?

{2} Does he consider that the formation
of a monopoly of the treatment of milk was
intended by the Legislature when the Milk
Bill was enacted?

(3) Does he believe that a monopoly of
the treatment of milk is in the best interests
of the people of the State?

{4) Does he intend’to take steps to pre-
vent it?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) No. This aetion was advocsted by my
predecessor when introducing the Milk Bill
last session. (Hansard No. 4, page 297.)
The Chief Secretary also indicated the
policy of consolidation of treatment depots
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in the Legislative Couneil. (Hansard No.
14, page 1554.) This has been the policy
of the Board since 19145 (see annual report,
pp- 8 and 9), and apparently approved of
by my predecessor and Parliament,

(2) Answered by No. 1.

{#) The proposed reforms are very much
niore in the interests of the people, insofar
as the supply of clean safe milk is con-
cerned, than the couditions prevailing dur-
ing the past 14 years.

(4) The question of a monopbly does
not arise.

ELECTORAL—SWEARING-IN OF
MEMBER.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am prepared to swear
in the hon. member for Pilbara.

Mr, W. Hegney took and subseribed the
oath and sigmed the roll.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Sizth Day.
Debate resumed from the 13th August.

HON. E. NULSEN (Kanowna) [4.37]:
Tt seems rather strange to he speaking from
this side of the House after having been on
the other gide for so long. However strange
it may be, it might do a number of us, not
only on this side buf also on the other side
of the House, quite a lot of good, because
members on the opposite side will realise
that the matters to be dealt with are not
so easy as they made out in their propa-
ganda. I congratulate them on their propa-
ganda, which I think was rather clever. It
seems to me that when a person enters Par-
liament, it does not matter how high he was
held in respect of his integrity—that is,
from the private-life point of view—he
seems o become politically dishonest,

The Chief Secretary: Do you find that?

Hon. E. NULSEN: I do not confine that
remark to any one section of the community,
That is my opinion. It seems to be the
case, because I am perfectly satisfied that
the propaganda put up during the election
would never have been thought of by any
person in his private life. From a political
point of view it seems to me to be dis-
honest, but nevertheless it is really clever.
I am pot making a specific charge. The same
ean be said of many Parliaments through-
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out the world. T know that members on the
apposite side of the House' are scrupulously
honest in their private life, but not honest
in their politieal life.

The Minister for Lands: Are you apply-
ing that to both sides of the House?

Hon. B. NULSEN: Yes. I am not blam-
ing any particular Party.

The Minister for Tands:
enough.

Hon. E. NULSEN: However, we have
heen relegated to this side of the House,
but after the next election I feel we shall
be back on the other side. I hope members
opposite will then be sporting enongh to
say, “Well, you have put up your fight and
won. We were all in the ring and we are
satisfied to take it.”

The Chief Secretary: We will not say
that it was propaganda. That is one thing
we will not do. :

The Minister for Lands: We will not
squeal.

Hon. E. NULSEN: If members opposite
say that it is not propaganda, they will
not be truthful. It definitely was propa-
ganda and they cannot get away from it.

The Chief Secretary: I am talking about
the next occasion. We will not then say
that it was propaganda.

Hon, A. R. G. Hawke: The Chief Secre-
tary does not know what he is saying.

Hon. E. NULSEN: If T am here then,
I must remember that and I shall be glad
to know that it will not be propaganda.
I am going to deal with my electorate,
which is a big one, but I am not going to
apologise to the House for being paro-
chial. It is the largest Assembly electorate,
and there is only one province that is big-
ger than it. Membhers may say that there
are not many electors there. That is so;
there are not quite 4,000, but there are
many who are not on the roll. About two
or three years ago, the Hon. E. H. Gray
and I ealled at the Yarri Hotel, where I
saw g number of men. I asked them to
come in for a drink, which they did, and
which I was glad to pay for, After we
had had our drinks, I said to them, “Ave
you on the roll?’’ Only one, out of the
14 who eame into the hotel and had a
drink with me, was on the roll.

The Minister for Lands: That was a
waste of money.

That is fair
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Hon. E. NULSEN: It is almost impos-
sible for me to go around and see that they
get on the roll, as my electorate extends
over 214,000 square miles, which is about
three times the size of Victoria. I ven-
ture to say that instead of there being
3,000 to 4,000 people enrolled, there should
he about 6,000, However, I am not com-
plaining. T have my jobr to do, but T find
it ditfienlt to treat my eleetors as they
should he treated and give them the ser-
vice that is necessary for their require-
ments. The people in my clectorate are
not organised as are those in the metro-
politan area with their various commit-
tees. ete. That is one of the reasons why
I get a big mail, although it has been eon-
siderably reduced. On the avernge, T re-
erive about eight letters a day. At one
time T averaged econsiderably more. I
have n record here which shows that T re-
plied, a fow years ago, to 3,000 letters in
tme year. That pives an idea of the cor-
respomdence that I thave to deal with,

I have previously told this House that.

Esperanee is the foundation of my elee-
torate and the natural port for the greater
part of the Eastern Goldfields, It is 134
miles nearer to Coolgardie than is Fre-
mantle: it is 352 miles nearer to Norse-
inan than is Fremantle, and it 18 almost
68 miles eloser to the Eastern States by sea.
But we still have not heen fortunate enongh
to =ct a regular service.
eroetic committee, of whiech T was seere-
tary and ®ir John Kirwan chairman, and
the members of it were members of Par-
liament representing the Enstern Gold-
fields. and we had things working reason-
ably well, with a monthly service, but un-
fortunately the war intervened and upset
everything.  As members know, freight by
water is-very much cheaper than it is by
land or by air. Esperance being the no-
turnl port. we locked forward to getting
a rexular monthly service at the least, and
T will give an idea of what such a service
would mean to the people on the Gold-
fields. T will gquote a few figures showing
the average savings, On B, C. and first-
class {reights from Hsperanee to Norse-
man the saving iz 60s. 10d. ecompared with
the eost from Fremantle. To Coolgardie
it is 225, 1d,, to Kalgoorlie 21s. 4d., to
Toulder 21s, 1d, to Menzies 19s. 1d., to
Teonora 18s. 3d. and to Laverton 18s. 2d.

We had an en-
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These fignres do not sound extravagant.
It may be thought that there would not
be such a great saving, but when several
thousand tons of goods come into a dis-
trict it means a large amount, and it would
probably mean prolonging the life of the
mining industry. My figures are eonserva-
tive because I did not want to lead any
businessmen astray by putting up figures
that were at all exaggerated. I have a few
more fizures to show the saving from the
mining point of view, directly. The rail
freight on explosives from the port of
Esperance to Kalgoorlie is 10ds. 8d. per
ton, and from Fremantle 140s. 1d. That
represents a saving of 33s. 5d. a ton.
Cyanide (Cussell) from KEspernnce costs
83s. 94. per ton and from Fremantle 112s.
1d. per ton, a saving of 28s. dd. per ton,
Cyanide {Aero), from Esperance, is 52s.
3d. per ton, and from Fremantle is 68s,
4d. per ton, a saving of 16s. 1d. Tiping,
from Esperance, is Gds. 3d. and from Fre-
mantle 83s. Hd.,, a saving of 20s. 2d. per
ton. Mining machinery, drill steel, plates,
iron, ete., cost dls. 11d. per ton from Es-
perance and {iGs. 11d. from Fremantle, a
saving of 15s. The nearer we zet to Esper-
ance, the greater is the saving,

The saving on explosives fo Norseman
would be 99s. 8. per ton, on eyanide .
(Cassell) 795, 9d. per ton, on eyanide
(Aero) 46is. per ton, on piping 57s. 8d.
per ton, and on mining machinery, drill
steel, plates, irvon, ete., 43s. 10d. per ton.
8o memhers ean see how important it is
that we should get a regular service to
Esperance. Tt would he helpful not only
to the comnmercial life of the (foldfields
but also to the mining industry. I would
like, in order to sunbstantiate what T have
said, to quote from the report of the Rayal
Commission which inquired mto the de-
velopmeni of the outports of this State,
The wmembers of- that Commission were
Messt«. H. H. Styants. Chairman, L. 1.
Hill. E. K. Hoar, I.. J. Triat, nnd the late
W, H. F. Willmott, Ms L.A. 1 congratulate
them on tha report, becnuse they have gone
to a lot of (rouble in collating the informa-
tion, and it should he very helpfu! to the
outports of the State. This is what they
say about Esperance—

At present a ship from the Eastern States
calls at intervals of about three months with

approximately 800 tons of eargo. The main
drawhack to this is the infrequeney of the
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gerviee, hecause it 1s not suitable*for general
merchunts to have deliveries only at yuarterly
intervals, ulso on seme oceusions only ahont
vight days’™ notice is given importers and e.-
porters that the ship is to lead in the East,
This does not allow suflicient time to get
cargoes ready and delivered to the port for
leading.

The following recommendations are made:. -

(1) That the Chambers of Commerve iud
Mines respectively at Kalgoorlie, and the min-
ing and business interests of Norseman confer
and give an estimate of the temnuage that could
be guaranteed per call, with u ship a mon.k
from the Bast.

(2) When this 13 done the State Govern-
ment should approach the Director of Shipping
and request that a -6 months’ trial be given
of a menthly service. It ig confidently expected
that from the outset of a regular menthly
serviee, sufficient eargoes will be guaranteed to
continue it, Oue firm plone has stated their will-
ingness to divert over 500 tons per month from
the trans. railway and the Port of Fremantle,
if o regular monthly service is guaranteed,

The only fault T can find with that is
that instead of a trial for six months, it
should extend over a period of twelve
months.  Business people will appreciate
the faet that it is impossible to give any-
thing an ndequate trial within a period of
six months, for it wounld take longer than
that to get matters into shape after a
vhangeover. * If' the Government does any-
thing in the matter, I hope it will provide
for o trial of at least twelve months, The
next reeommendation reads—

That because a lorge percent:xge of the
cxplosives imported from the Enstern States
is used in the goldmining industry, the ex-
plosive ship should ¢all regularly at Esperanee
und discharge all cargo there for the BEastern
Guldfivlds. To enable this to he done maga-
zines would be required at Esporance for stor-
ae of explosives, owing ta rnil trunsport regu-
lations,

That is quite all right, and I certainly think
that the explosives should be shipped
through Esperance. 1 understand that up-
wards of 150 tons per month of explosives
are imported and railed to the Rastern
(ioldficlds. On the freight savings T have
quoted with respeet fo Esperance, members
will apprecinte what it would mean if the
imports were brought te that port. T may
he asked why T should go out of my way
tn boost up the savings of the big companics.
My reply to that query wonid he that T am
not thinking of the companies hut of the
life of the mines, Obviously if eosts are ro-
duced, the life of a mine will be so much
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longer beeause lower grade ore could then
be treated, much lower than otherwise would
be possible.

LEsperance, too, is a great pleasure resort
and is one of the best in Western Austrlia.
L notice the mermber 'or Albany is watch-
ing me, and I emphasise that I do not say
that lsperanee is the best but it certainly
is one of the most attractive in the State.
It has a leautiful climate and very fine
beaches, To emphasisc the point | am
making I desire to quote a short estract
from an arliele written by *“*Martingale”
im “The Western Mail”, regarding the
attractions of Bsperance for tourists. In
the course of his artiele the following
appeared—

From now on it wus the turn of the Director
of the Tourist Bureau to rveally ‘‘sit up and
take notice’' for the distriet is rich in scenic
and historical wealth, Extending for many
miles on either side of the township are some
of the most magnificent beaelies in Australia,
delightful stretches of the finest, whitest sand
that could be found anywhere in the world,
shelving gradually to a limpid green oveunm,
lnce-trimmed with a triple line of foaming
breakers that promise a surfer’s paradise,

The words of the writer are quite sufficient
amplification of the point T have been mak-
ing, I have frequently referred to the
possibilities at Esperance from the stand-
peint of its development as a tourist resort,
and I am quite confident in that respoet
after having visited all the ports in Western
Australia and most of the resorts in other
parts of the Commonwealth. From the
fop of Dempster’s Hill, which reminds me
very much of Mt. Eliza, a wonderful view
of the harbour is obtained. Tt is heart-
shaped and unique in itz natura]l designing.
Tish ave plentiful in the waters surround-
ing Esperance and particularly around the
80 odd islands of the Recherche Archi-
pelage. Nof only is the fishing good there
but plenty of shooting ean be enjoyed as
well,  Referring particularly to the B8sh
that aboung in the sea there I will read to
members some exiracts from a report by
Mr. Gilbert P. Whitley on aerial observa-
tions of zchools of fish in the South-West
during May and June, 1945. The report
sets out that—

Mr., 8. Fowler, Renior Research Officer of
the C.8.L.R. Division of Fisleries, who har
ohserved large congregations of fish on May

20. 1945, at the woestern end of the Great Aus-
tralian Bight, invited me to accompany him on
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another flight over that region. Our try
lasted from May 30 to June 3, inclusive, tud
route heing Perth-Albany-Busselton-Alhany-
Esperance-Cape Arid-Esperance-Western Bight-
Esperance-Perth, The flight was unadertakeu
in an Anson aireraft manned by u R.AAb,
crew.

The report shows that schools of fish were
noticed on various dates and at various
places, and in dealing with what was seen
on the 3rd June, the report states—

At 11.45 2. over the gea west of laraelite
Bay some sinall  clusters of fish,  doubtless
mackerel, were seen. Beyond the eastern group
of the Ketlierche Archipelage, at 12,15 p.a
schools of fish were beginning to rufMle the cahm
surface.

Here and there they emerged, in smallish-
looking patches at first, then, in three minutes,
Iarge schools appeared as well. In five minetes
there were innumerable seheols all around the
aireraft. From low altitude, the individual fish
could be scen. We worked north and north-
enst of the eastern group. On all byt the hazy
peripheral margin of the horizon, the sea elearly
ghowed schools of fish, visible from a very
wide angular range (from lines of vision -
tween at least 10° to 73°). I tried to count
the schools hut it was impossible to do =0
amongst so many. At a moderate computation
.I cstimated 3,000 scheols were visihle al «
given moment and these gave place to ay many
others in one minute (the actual time taken
to pass 2 smooth ‘“slick’’ on the sea surfare).

At 1235 pom., T considered that after 20
minutes we had probably passed 60,000 schools
of fish along the strip of, say, fifty miles, over
which we hwd flown, There were, T estimated,
1,000 schools ahead at one view. The fish were
stendy at the surface and could therefore he
netted.  In whiehever direetion we flew, the
fish appeared. Over the open sea to near Point
Culver (approximmaiely due south of Naretha on
the Trans-Australion railway), thousands
of schools were seen; we had to turn back at
124° 40’ E. long. as flying-time was limited
by petrol storage and Esperance was the near-
est airatrip. On the homeward run, some 6 to
10 miles offshore, the schools were atill evident
until, shortly after 1.45 p.m., many of them
went down and By 2 p.am. the wind and sea
having made, it wag difficult to trace any more
of them. '
On the way hack, of course, not so many
schools of fish were seen, The report that
I have quoted emanates from a seientifie
organisation and obviously those assoriated
with it have no axe to grind. There is no
doubt about the fish being in the south-
western wafers in great numbers but un-
fortunately, Esperance is so isolaled that
the possihilities of developing the fishing
indnstry have not been explored thoroughlvy
and certainly have never been exploited.
There are opportunities for shooting at
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Esperance which is something guite unusual
at most ports. When I go to Esperance,
a friend usually has quite a number of
ducks, which are plentiful when one knows
where to pet them. I netice that the Minixs.
ter for Railways is looking my way.

The Minister for Railways: Just a bare
half dozen.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: And close season,
too.

Hou. A. R. G. Hawke: Blue ducks?

Hon. E. NULSEN: These were genuine
ducks and there was also tenl. We seem
to get the blue ducks in this House, Out
from Espcrance is Cape Le Grand, The
storekeeper from Norscman has taken up
about 17,000 acres of land there and the
place presents wonderful possibilities for
development as a pleasure resort. It is
close to -Esperance. Let me read what
“Martingale” said regarding Cape Lo
Grand—

Tourist Paradise: It had been a most enjoy-
able cxeursion which strengthened my belief
in the possibilities of the distriet as a tourist
centre. One conld visualise o smopth road from
Egperance to Cape le Grand with eamping
areas, bungalows, and stores to cater for the
needs of the visitors.  Surfing, hill-climbing,
pienicking in the coves, fishing and island trips
by launch could provide u delightful itinerary
for holiday-makers, and the tourist trade could
he complementary to the agrienltural and pas-
toral development of the distriet.

Cape Le $irand is unique in its way and
there is a possibility of its becoming a
favoured resort, apart altogether from the
Esperance district itself.  “Martingale”
also snid—

Excelsior! Alt. Le Grand itself, which is
the highest peak of the group, towers upward
to a height of 1,155 feet and adjoining it is
another unnamed peak which we christened
Cavern Rock, becanse of the immense eaves
which wind and weather have carved in the
decomposed granite. Cavern Rock is approxi-
mately 880 feet in height and the gther out-
standing feature, Frenchman s Peak, is marked
on the map as having a height of 858 fect.
Also known as Frenchman’s Cap, this conieal
peak has an overhanging mass of granite at its
summit, which gives it a striking resemblanee
to the ‘“cap of liberty'’ or ‘‘bonnet ronge,’’
which came into prominence in the revelution-
ary days.

I have mentioned this because very few
people know anything about Esperance.
Were it within 100 miles of Perth, it would
certainly be a flourishing town. I admit
that it is moving ahead eack year, when
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between 2,000 and 3,000 people visit the
district. Thus the place is gaining favour
with those who have been frequeniing it
for g long time. Plenty of sport is to be had
at Esperance where there is a tennig
court as well as an excellent ground for
golf, .though money will heve to be spent
to develop it, and there is also provision
for bowls, From a sporting point of view,
Esperance can bt made the equal of any
other resort and, on aceount of the excellent
climate, a stay there could be very enjoy-
able.

The Fresh Air League is about to pat-
ronise Esperance instead of Bunbury. 1
have nothing to say against Bunbury, ex-
cept that Esperance has a better climate
and is more convenient to the Goldfields.
Henee the league is moving its premises to
Fsperance, where the children should re-
rover from any disabilities suffered through
living on the Goldfields go long. The Coun-
try Women's Association also has built pre-
mises there. 1 commend that organisation
upon the design it has adopted, and also
upon its choice of Hsperance for climatid
EeASONS.

There is a good hospital at Esperance
now in charge of a young doctor. Pre-
viously Dr. Coote was the medical officer,
hut he was 80 years of age and his cyesight
was failing, and consequently people did
not have great confidence in him, I do not
say anything agoninst him becanse, in his

yvounger days, he was a very fine physician,

but the time comes to mapny of us when we
are unable longer to do our work as we
should do it

Hon. A. R. . Hawke: That makes the
Minister for Works look worried.

Hon. B, NULSEN: I hope he is worried
nbout Esperanee and will do something for
the district. We have been trying hard for
2 long time to get varions facilities, but so
far with little success.« T see references to the
South-West and to the North-West, hut now
1 shounld like to hear something of the south
of this State as well. Esperance was rather
liberally trealed by the Labour Party, but
I hope members opposite will be even more
liberal and will outdo what the Labour
Party did for the distriet.

Boating facilities are provided at Esper-

unce ineluding a new hoat sent from Kal-
goorlie and Mr. Leidle is bringing one
aronnd trom Sydney. Thus, if there are
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tourists who wish to make an egpedition
around the islands, the facilities will be
available. The boat being broughf from
Syduey is 33ft, in length and the faet that
it is being sailed here indicates that it must
be seaworthy., ¢

Soma people consider that the Esperance
district ia not productive. On the contrary,
some wonderfu] crops are grown in the dis-
trict and the land is snitable for vegetable
growing. BExcellent crops of potatoces and
onions have heen raiged there but, owing to
isolation, the growers have not persevered
with them., Some of the best frmit I have
tasted was grown in the distriet. If Esper-
ance were only treated as it should be in
accordance with its produetive and climatic
elaims, I am satisfied that it would be cne of
the best districts in the State,

The Minister for Lands: What variety of
fruit is grown there?

MMon. E, NULSEN: Apples, and a lot of
stone frmit, but no oranges. In P’ink Lake
we have a Teature unigque in its colouration
when viewed in various lights, and it con-
tains the purest salt deposit in the world.
The erude sult when analysed was found
to contain 99.86 per cent. of pure sodium
chloride, so one could not expect anything
better than that. Thix deposit has not been
developed on account of distance from the
market. If the salt is refined on the spot,
the freight rate granted for crude salt is
increased. The Minister for Railways might
give consideration to this matter.

The Minister for Railways: I will take
a note of it.

Hon. E. NULSEN: The lake contains an
inexhaustible supply of salt, which is de-
rived from subterranean deposits, After
heavy rains, it forms a coaling on the sor-
face about two inches thick. Thos the in-
duostry eould be developed greatly. At one
stage Japan asked for 2,000,000 tons of
salt per annum, but we could not supply il
owing to lack of shipping and other facili-
ties. The deposit ean be worked for only
three months in the year hecause the rain
is fairly eonstant during 11 months out of
the 12, the average fur the distriet being
about 25 inches. Hence the men have fo
work hard in the limited time available to
get the salt out.

The Minister for Works might note the
road needs of the district. Many of the
roads, particularly the one from Esperance
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to Cape Le Grand, as well as the one to
the Duke of Orleans Bay, need to be put
in order. It would not be expensive to
make them trallickable. The most import-
ant road, however, is that from Esperance
to Ravensthorpe, which should be put in
repair. Mueh work has been done upon it,
but owing to its sandy nature, it becomes
bumpy, and when I have travelled over it,
the differential on my ear has got on to
the centre of the road. A few thousand
pounds should be spent on this road, which
outlay would be bencficial to,the residents
of Esperance, the lakes district and
Ravensthorpe, and a convenience to tour-
ists.

The Minister for Works: Has that road
been formed at all?

Hon. E. NULSEN: Only in parts, not
right through. It is very rough, indeed.
T helieve the time will soon come when Es-
perance will not be isolated.  With air
transport, the journey from Perth may ve
made in a couple of hours, whereas the
train oceupies 27 hours. If we could get
the desired facilities, amenities and ae-
commodation, Esperance would meake rapid
progress. The residents were very enthm-
sinstic, but they have been knocked back
so often that they have become more or
less indifferent. They say, ‘It is of no
use our making any application to the
people living in the South-West or in the
metropolitan area becanse they ecare not
what happens unless it concerns them-
selves.’’

I believe that parties will soon be travel-
ling by plane, leaving Perth on Friday at
5 p.m., reaching Esperance in time for
dinner, and then probably making a trip to
the islands or undertaking some expedifion
such as fishing or shooting. For this rea-
son, I feel more hopeful than I did when
I spoke on this subjeet years ago, Heli-
copters have a cruising speed of about 90
miles an hour and could reach Esperance
in about four hours from Perth. The heli-
eopter is & fool-proof machine and, T feel
sure, will beecome very popular. I helieve
that air travel will be as eommonplace in
years to ecome as motorear travel is today,
and that distanee will be no bar at all,
T also believe that, in the course of time,
air travel will be as cheap as travelling by
road or sen, So much for Esperance. I
hope that Ministers opposite will be very
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sympathetie and will try to outdo what the
Labour (Government did when it was in of-
fice.

The Minister for Works: What did it do
for Esperanee by the way?

Hon. E, NULSEX: I did not want to g0
into that, but I will do so direetly. I will
give the Minister some figures that will
astound him.

Mr, Styants: 1t speat £1,000 oo the jetty.

Hon, E. NULSEN: I will give the Min-
ister the information as 1 proceed.

Mr. Fox: Now see what you have done!

Hon. E. NULSEN: The Esperance
[lain has heen proved beyond doubt to be
very prolific. I have no doubt that it is
far more fertile than the serub plain north
of Perth. I listened attentively to the
speech of the member for Trwin-Moore and
found it very informative. I have no ob-
jection to the experimental work he de-
sires to have undertaken on the serub plain
in the northern part of the State. But the
Esperance Plain is much more fertile and
bas been proved beyond doubt to have a
carrying capacity equal to that possessed
by a good deal of rich country.

The Minister for Works:  The Light
Lands Commission spoke very highly of it.

Hon, E. NULSEN: T will read something
of what that Commission said. I was a
member of it and took particular notice
of the districts visited and I have no doubt
about the value of that plain in comparison
with other parts of the State. I did not
have anything to do with that part of the
report concerning Esperance, Being the -
member for the distriet I left the room
when the Commission prepared that sec-
tion of its report, beecanse I did not think
it would have heen fair to remain sinee
people might say I used influence.

The flora on the Esperance Plain is very
interesting and compares favourably with
wild flowers anywhere in the State. We
have had a couple of hotanists down there
to examine it. Mr. Gardner was there for
about a fortnight and Dr, Black also
visited the distriet. - Things of that kind
are of interest to tourists and I felt that
I should mention them in the House on
account of the isolation of the district and
because nobody in the metropolitan area
knows much about it—and not only in the
metropolitan area either, but {hroughont
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most of the State, except the Eastern Gold-
belds. The fauna is the same as that which
is to be found anywhere else. There are a
tew kangarcos and turkeys and blaek
cockatoos. I do not know whether birds
are covered by the word ‘‘fapna’ or
whether it is necessary to refer to ‘‘avi-
fauna,” but I think that ‘““‘fauna’’ covers
the lot.

Mr, Rodoreda: What about galahs?

Hon. E. NULSEN: We have none down
there.

Hon. A. H. Puanton: There is not enough
to teed them on, You let him down very
lightly.

Hon. B, NULSEN: The Royal Commiss-
ion on Light Lands and Poison-Infested
Lands comprised Messrs. C. 3. Latham,
P.D. Ferguson, E. Nulsen, W, Patrick, and
¥. J. Withers, Messrs. Latham, Ferguson
and Patrick are agriculturists and they
wonld not submit a report which they did
not consider worthy of them, so I feel sure
that what I am about to read rgpresents
the true position. On page 11 of the report
appears the following: —

It can safely be claimed that the experi-
mental stage has been passed. Improved condi-
tions of land settlement can be duted from
the introduction of pastures in this locality at
the time when thie Esperanee Pine Forests Ltd.
decided te extend its operations to pasture pro-
duetion, aml on the main road between Scad-
dan and HKsperance a plot of about 20 acres
of established pastures remains to illustrate
what e¢an be done. This plot was not top
dressed for a period of four years until last
year when a dressing of 100 lhs. was applied.
When your Commissioners visited the plot a
very good cover of pasture was still in exiat-
ence although it had been heavily stocked. Your
Commissioners recommend that this arex of
land should be reserved as on experimental plot
and placed under the control of a reliable set-
tler in the distriet, under the supervision of
one of the Agricultural Department’s officers.
I um sorry to say that has never been done.
I feel that if it bad been, the Director of
Soldier Settlement would probably now be
able to go there and establish a number
of soldier settlers on the land. I believe
that so far as soldier settlement is conecerned
the Commonwenlth Government will not look
at anything green. Land must bave been
developed before the Government will con-
sider taking it over. That was my infor-
mation. The report of the Commis=sion also
stated—

With the area availalMe ~»7  “*h jntensive
settlement. there is mo douht in "o minds of

[ASSEMBLY.]

your Commissioners that the district would, in
the future, be capable of producing sufiivient
lambs to justify the establishment of freezing
works at Esperance of somewhere about the
same capacity as those now existing-at Albauy,
und worked conjointly. With these a butter
factory could be incorporated,

Cattle seem to do wonderfully well and no
doubt dairying eould lie made a profitable side-
line, and if the output were lurge enough a
butter factory would be established. Wiih
dairying, pig-raising should alsu he profituble
and it may be one of the places in the State
where pork, suitable for export, eould be pru-
duced. A pleatiful water supply. at E<perance,
together with the harbour faeilitices that exist
there, would make export from that port g
au easy matter.

There may be doubt in the minds of some
people as to the advisability of inereasing fnnd
settlement in this area, becanse of the diffi-
culties cxperienced in past years, but your
Commissioners who have had an opportunity of
watehing ita progress nre convineed that thera
is quite a future ahead of the district, becunse
carlier difficulties have been minimised and the
importauce of Esperance as n sheep-raising pro-
position is now realised.

Some of the farms visited clearly indiente
that sufficient fertiliser is not being uwsed to
get the best returns, as this light country re-
quires an annual dressing of anything from
150 Ibs, to 2 ewt. of super, per annum; but
we feel it wonld be safe to say that up to
two sheep to the acre are being carried on
the farms aiready established,

I want members to realise that farms
nlready established are carrying up to two
sheep to the acre. The report continued—

Perhaps the best recommendation that could
be made is that & road should be put through
to conneet up with the Great Southern Rail-
way, and should be laid down with a poassi-
bility in the future of providing a main road
from Esperance to Albany.

It will be difficult to suggest the exaet arca
that could be regarded-as a home maintenance
area, because, like all country of this type it
is not possibie to get wniformity.

In making a recommendation for the settle-
ment of the Esperance Plains your Commis-
sioners eannot forget that in the settlement of
all types of land the personal equation must
always be taken into consideration and should
apply generally, Where one man may make a
success onh light land another man may alwe
make a failure on a first-class land proposition
and, therefore, it would be unreasenable to
expret vour Commissioners to state that every
man whp took n farm in this loeality would
make a success of it. Your Commirsioncrs,
however, are of the opinion that the problems
in this distriet with ita trecless plain are easily
capable of solution.

Your Commissioners believe that the minimum
nrea granted to any one farmer should be 500
neres, and the maximum 2,008 acres. Although
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these arcas are heing recommended as a mini-
mim and a maximum the extent should be gov-
erned hy the amount of finance a person would
have availablg to develop the property.

The reason I rcad those paragraphs was
that I wanied to substantiate what I said
about my district. I have not been putting
up these claims with a view to ingratiating
myself with my electors but from an honest
point of view; and I feel certain that if
Esperanee is given an opportunity there
can be no doubt of its suceess,

I come now to the mallee district, which
has been quite unfortunate for the reason
that in the very early days there were no
experts in Western Australin eapable of
dealing with it. The land surveyed there
and considered to be first-class land turned
out to he third-class land and the third-class
land proved to be first-class. The problem
down there was beyoud the understanding
even of the supposed experts in those days.
They did not account for the stumps or
suckers. After clearing deeply it was found
that there was a lateral forest to be Qealt
with and the displacement was one-third.
A lot of that has been overcome and the
menace of snckers is being successfully
tackled, The mallee is on a fairly solid
foundation and it will rise pradually and
slowly to become a very good distriet in
time, It can produce wheat as well as good
stock. .

There is one farmer who over the last
nine years has averaged 22 bushels in the
Salmon Gums area, That is not a bad
average when one tokes into consideration
the bad years that have been experienced.
I do not say that the whole district would
average that, but one man’s property has
done so. Confirmation of that can be
obtnined from figures in fhe possession of
the Agriculiural Bank. In 1928 the mallee
produced 260,000 bags of wheat. Then the
depression came along. There was a very
good crop in 1930 but the farmers had to
sell for less than the cost of production.
So there are drawbacks in the mallee
country. First there were no experts, No-
thing was known about the land and the
classifieation was wrony. Then the menace
of suckers was not realised and it was not
known that there was a lateral forest to
deal with. Those things have been a very
great disadvantage.

Waier, too, has been a problem bat it
should not be. If there were 2 2,000-a¢re dam

221 ¢

resorve no bloek would be short of wafer.
Surely it would bave paid the State in the

first instance to have seen that water was

supplied. Water is the most important
item of all, one that no-one ean do without,
and provision for a proper water supply
should have been made in the early days
of that distriel. The Rural and Industries
Bank is doing an exeellent job in that area,
and is to be. commended. I refer particeu-
larly to the work of Mr. Brownlie. 1 take
iy hat off to him for the way in which he
has handled the farmers, Having been a
farmer himself, his experience has stood
by him and ke now has those people pro-
perly settled and well on the way to winning
through.  Mr. Abey 2lso is an able man.
He is a banker, and has been most helpful
to farmers in that distriet.  Mr. Murray,
the sheep expert, has been very optimistie
and his optimism has heen justified by the
fact that the wool clip in that distriet is
good, the weight alwnys being above the
average. On one oceasion T had Corriedales
running there, and when shorn they averaged
123, lbs. The same thing applics to the
merinos, but not to the same extent., The
research station at Salmon Gums has proved
a blessing, and successive managers. have
been obliging and of great heip fo the dis-
trict. I think it ecan be said that we have
won the day in that aves. Mr. Thomas, the
Superintendent, has been a brick. I ean
remember that years ago he rode a 3% h.p.
motoreyele round those roads, and stuck
to his job. The farmers now appreciate
his good work,

I will deal next with Norseman and the
mining industry. Norseman is a pros-
perous little mining town, which I tbink
is the second best in Western Australia to-
day. It has produced a lot of gold and is
in the Dundas district, which has produced
1,416,233 ozs., worth nearly £8,000,000, and
has been of great assistance to the State.
The pipe-line which carries the water made
Norseman, and but for the ex-Premier, the
menmber for Boulder, that pipe-line might
never have been laid. I approached the
then Minister for Works, who said that the
projeet was a very risky one. He would
not champion it, though I do not blame him,
as he had a grave responsibility. The mem-
ber for Boulder, who was then Premier,
with his natural. foresight said, “Tf vou ean
get those companies to put up in advance
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betwern £20,000 and €30,000 for water that
they will toke if the pipe-line is laid, we
will see what can be done about it.”

1 had some trouble with the Norseman.

N.L.., but the management of the Norseman
Central said that they would willingly put
up any amount of money required in ad-
vanee for water that they wouid use later
when the scheme went through. It cost
153,049, but 1 venture to say that if that
«um has not been repaid directly it has
been repaid indirectly, because the West-
ern Mining Corporation alone spent over
£1,000,000 in prospecting that area before
it became established. The management
now seem to think they have no less than
ten years of ore in sight. But for the
Treasurer of that day taking the stand that
he did in relation to that and other ven-
tures, the Western Mining Corporation
would not have been there today, and there
would probably have been only 200 or 300
persons at Norseman instead of the present
population of about 3,000. I might men-
tion that just before the war about 5,000
people were living there.

The Norseman Gold Mines N.L. today is
not producing any gold, but something that
is very important to the State. 1 refer to
pyrites. In the course of development that
company has found more pyritiferous coun-
try, snd feels that it has now established
itself and that the pyrites will develop into
a reasonably big industry. The pyrites can
be landed more cheaply and it will be
cheaper for the State than the importing
of sulphur. The Mines Départment helped
that ecompany considerably. The manager
was very determined, and on several occa-
sions went to the ex-Minister for Mines
and was always accommodated. Today
that industry is helpful to fhe Commen-
wealth, even in the matter of dollar ex-
change. I believe it will devclop to sueh
an extent that we will not require to im-
port the same amount of sulphur that would
otherwise be necessary. Mr. Ellis, the geo-
logist, has done excellent work in that aren
on several oceasions, All of the districts I
have mentioned now have a possibility
of prosperity. One important  and
necessary work is the construction of 2
bitumen road from Coolgardie to Norse-
man, and on to Esperance.

The Minister for Works: For how long
have you wanted it?
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Hon. B. NULSEXN: The ex-Minister for
Works promised me the road and | hope
the present Minister will see that the work
is done. It is an important road and i=
used to a great extent, .\ bitumen road to
Esperance would allow tourists from the
Vastern States to visit that area and they
could then, when proper roads are construe-
ted, go through to Esperance and Ravens-
thorpe and on to the South-West. They
could go to Bridgetown and Nannup and on
to Busselton, and then home through Bun-
bury. What o wondertul advertisement
that would be for our State! I think the
road T have mentioned should be construc-
ted as soon s possible, I hope that the
Minister, coming from the country, will be
sympathetic. He knows that people in the
country produce our real wealth while liv-
ing under harsh conditions, and that they
are entitled to decent roads and all other
amenities that it is possible for them to
enjoy. 1 come now to the East-West road,
the Eyre Highway.  Although that road
does not come within the jurisdiction of
the State Government, I would point out
that suckers are growing on it, and I hope
this Government will urge the Common-
wealth Government to do something abount
it.

I read in the Press that a cerfain or:gani-
sation was advocating that the name of the
Eyre Highway should be changed, and that
it should be ealled the Forrest Highway.
1 am absolutely opposed to that. No one
has a higher respect than I have for the
late Sir John Forrest, who was one of
those who did most for our State in the
early days. It was in 1841 that Edward
John Eyre opened up the land route between
Adelaide and Esperance. He was indeed
lucky to get through at all and probably
would have perished had not some boats
been in at Esperance at the time. Jobn
Forrest was not born until 1847. The only
other tribute or memorial to Edward Johr
Eyre of which I know is the naming after
him of Lake Eyre in South Australia. The
road I have mentioned was first explore¢
by him and I think we should retain hi:
name for it as a memorial. I hope the Min
ister will not allow the suggested change
and T am sure that those along that rout
do not want the name changed. althoug)
they ho'd Sir John Forrest in as higl
esteem as I do.
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Mgadura pass, which was very dangerous,
is now quite safe. There is an artesian
bore there, which is now out of order; but
we bave not been able to do anything to it.
It was n great convenience for fourists and
travellers who could get a hot bath at any
time, and was also of value to the pas-
toralists. 1 do not know how much the
necessary work would cost, but T feel that
something should be done about it, as water
is so very important. We have not donc
nearvly suffieient to make sure that our pas-
toralists have the water to run all the stock
the country is capable of earrying. The
pastoralists are helping to produce our
real wealth, and it is therefore up to the
Government to do everything possible to
assist them. In this matter T hope we will
not be pnt off owing to different recommen-
dations by the Minister's officers.

The Minister for Works: By what?

Hon, E. XULSEN: T hope the Minister
will not be sidetracked by his officers, and
that he will do whatever ean be done.
Higginsvitle, Widgiemooltha, Kanowna,
Edjuding, Linden, Mt, Morgan, Laverton,
Mt. Monger, and other (toldfields towns will
zo ahead if the price of gold is increased
in accordance with the inerease in imining
costs, I will deal with that later, The
amenities an the Trans-line have been im-
proved wonderfully in recent years. When
1 first went out on that line in 1932 there
was ane schoo! constructed of omion hags,
with a cinder floor. Nowadays, buildings on
that line have wire doors and windows.
There ave nice residences and good bar-
ricks, fitted with refrigerators and many
of the amenities to which people living
there are entitled. People in the country
are veally entitled to everything possible.
They should have all the amenities they de-
sire, But for them, we would not be fabri-
vating what they are producing, whether
directly or indireetly,

T have always realised the great value of
water., A number of people in this eountry
do not think that way, unfortunately. Water
i~ somethiny we eannot, any of us, do with-
out. It is one of the most important ele-
ments in life, next to air. Tts conservation
should be rxplored in every lizht possible.
John Forrest was long-sighted, and in 1898
he undertook the greatest scheme of its kind
nt that time, namely the water zcheme for
the Goldfields, Bat for that scheme, the Gold-
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tields would not have prospered and gone
shead as they have done. No fresh water
should be allowed to run into the ocean, and
no river should be allowed to empty itself
into the sen in this State. Al] fresh water
shoutd be -conserved and barnessed.

Mr. Mann: During tbe 14 years your
(iovernment was in power why did not youn
go in for some of these schemes?

Hon. E. NULSEN: If the hon. member's
Party remains in power for 14 years and
it does as much as the Lahoar Government
did, he will have something to his credit.
1 feel, however, that he would not find any
John Forrests on his side of the House.

Mr, Mann: And far less so on your side,

Hon. E. NUCLSEN: Or any James Mit-
chells or Colliers. They were the three big
men of Western Austiralia.

Hon, A. R. i, Hawke: That will quieten
the member for Beverley for the next six
woeks,

Hon. E, NULSEXN: We should have other
schemes similar to the Goldfields scheme
leading from different places where water
can he imponnded. Instead of having one
big water supply scheme, we should have
many big ones. Without water we cannot
do anvthing. If it was possihle to spend
L1,000,000 a day on war, surely it is pos-
sible to spend a few millions a year on
water supplies for the production of real
wenlth. We should be able in time to pnmp
water up to various elevations from which
it ean be gravitated to the areas concerned.
That is something our engineers should dn.
At Norseman, water is drawn by gravity
from the pipe-line, but it has to be boosted
beenuse the pipe is on the small side,

On the Goldficlds there is richer soil even
In our arid areas than there is in hetter-
watered distriets, The alluvial soil there
will produce almost anything, T remember
a crop put in on a flat at Fraser's Range
on ironstone country. No super was used,
but Mr, Gull produced two tons of hay
to the aere, That sounds an cxtravazant
statement, but, thongh T did not sce the
crop, 1 am prepared to believe what Mr.
Gull told me. .The question of the distribu-
tion of water is of vital importance and
should be tackled. Water proporly har-
nessed means life, production, and popula-
tion. Withent population in thiz State and
in Australia eoloured people not far from
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us will svon have their eyes upon this coun-
try. 1 feel that the next big war will be
voe of the survival of the fittest between
the coloured and the white races. 1 do not
fear another big war between the white
races, but I feel that there will be one
against the coloured people. That heing so,
we must populate this country if we want
to hold it.

Home years ago 1 went throngh Mildora
and saw something of the irrigation there.
It wus very interesting. This is a place
right ont in the eountry, and in the year
that I visited it there had been only 3%
inches of rain. The population of Mildura
t4 17,000. I remarked upon the volume of
irrigation, and people there said, “We do
not want any rain beeause the rain puts us
out of our stride. We would sooner carry
on with irrigation only. A wet season is
not helpful fo us’' This shows what irri-
gation ean do, and what other people can
do by the conservation of water. Water,
in faet, is far more important than gold.
It any member found a' mountain of poid
and his waterbag was empty, he would gladly
leave the gold to look for water. When
water is plentiful we do not realise its im-
porlance. Much the same can be sgid of
sult, The Labour Government, however, did
realise its importance.

The Grd River has a huge catchment area
and I am told that the rainfall is between
22 and 28 inches. That will be harnessed.
I am informned that this area would cateh
27,000,000,000 gallons of waier in 24 hours.
That quantity would fill the Canning Dam
1 1-3r( times in 24 hours and the Mundaring
Weir six times in 24 hours. Al this time
the Ord River has been there and Govern-
menis in Western Anstraha did nothing
with it. We are now getting a water sense.
I hope that in futore all Governments will
he prepared to spend money wisely on the
conservation of water. I would he sad in-
deed if in 10 or 20 years’ time any river
were allowed to run into the occan. The
water should all be conserved and used for
the development of the State. The scheme
of the ex-Premier in the North-West will
double the output at the Wyndbham Meat
Works when they are in full operation.
There will be sufficient water there to irri-
gate 100,000 aeres of rich country. That
was a move in the right direction.

Western Australia will grow into a greater
State than any of us ever dreamt of if we
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harness the water that is available and dis-
tribute it where it is most needed. We can-
not do without water; we must have it if we
want to produce real wealth. There are rich
deposits of iron, milliong of tons of it, at
Yampi. We also have other minerals that
should be developed, in the interests of the
State.  We should conserve our water re-
sources with a view to producing all that
we wear, eat and drink. It is the founda-
tion of prosperity and production,

We should explore and exploit all our
artesian and sub-artesian supplies, Rock
catehments should alse be smveyved and
brought inte use for water conservation.
If we do that, we shall be assisting pastoral-
ists and farmers who, hecause they will have
water, will be able to develop their in-
dustries, The pastoralists, if they have a
fair distribution of water over the full area
of theiy properties, will be able to earry
more stock and will probably be prepared
to pay a smail amount for it. I know what
has heen done at Erlistoun, the other side of
Laverton. The owners of the property there
spent £80,000 on exploiting their sub-
artesian water supplies which, unfortunate-
lv, are not found in all parts of the State.
Water is the farmer’'s security. It is seeurity
not only for the people of this State but for
the people of Australia and the British
Empire, The more farins we have, the more
population we can earry.

The bigrest water scheme in the State
was recently launched by the ex-Minister
for Water Sopply. That was to serve
20,000 square miles of eountry. Had that
scheme matured at the time, big towns and
new industries would already have bepun to
develop, Landholders wonld have had
greater security ahd families would have
had plenty of water for their gardens and
other amenities. I am sorry.the scheme was
thrown out. It was not thrown out by this
Chamber berause the House was satisfied
that a thorough investigation had been’
made, That investigation had heen going
on for many years. Every aspect was eon-
sidered. A minority in another place, how-
ever, said, “We do not want it.” They went
further than that. After all the work that
had been done, one man veteed the whole
scheme, I think for the purpose of saving
two or three gelfish persons wha had plenty
of water of their own, The scheme would
have affected them finaneially, although the
Commonwealth Government would probably
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have paid half the cost. That sort of thing
is very bad, and it is one reason why 1 ad-
vocate that members of another place should
be elected on the adult franchise and not
upon a restricted franchise,

Mr, Perkins: The Commonwealth commit-
tee would not agree to the scheme,

Hon, E. NULSEN: That is not right.
The investigation was not made until after
the scheme had been turned down by an-
other place. It was turned down by one man
beecause a few selfish people, who had
water supplies of their own, refused to
contribute to n scheme that wbuld have
helped everyone in an area of 20,000 square
miles.

At Esperance, people have to rely upon
the railway dam. That was all right when
the population was smail. Now it is in-
creasing and Esperance is poing ahead, it
is diffieult to keep pace with the require-
ments espeeially at holiday time. I hope
the Minister will listen to me attentively
and will agree to send an engineer to Es-
perance to find ont what ean be done to
improve the water snpply there. It would
not cost the expenditure for one day on
the war to provide a scheme that would
last for approximately 20 years and would
zive satisfaction to the people concerned.
T hope the Minister will not lose sight of
this important guestion.

Gold has played an important part in
the development of Western Australia, T
suppose it led to a greater and more rapid
increase in our population than any other
indnstry could have done. It was a mecans
of bringing many people to the State from
all parts of Australia as well as from
abroad. Good men eame from England,
Scotland and Ireland, and smongst them
were some of the best people we ever had.
They were venturesome and in the early
days they left very little undone, This
State is under an obligation to those men
for what they did and our rapid inerease
of population is the result of their efforts.
John Forrest’s- name will be immeortal in
this State if for no other reason than that
he was responsible for the Goldfields Water
Scheme. T refer to him 8s John Forrest,
beeause he was known as John Forrest at
that time. He was unquestionably one of
onr greatest statesmen and he had marvel-
lous foresight,
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I undertsand Mr. C. Y. O'Connor, For-
rest's great engineer, was fearful of the
suceess of that scheme. Owing to the ad-
verso criticism of the scheme by the Press
and varions people who knew nothing about
it, unfortunately O’Connor came to the end
of his life sooner than he should have
done. I pgreaily edmire John Forrest.
Hizs first expedition in 1868 was a
wonderful  achievement. He ventured
into an unexplored ecountry; he faced
water shortages and danger of attack
by natives, but nevertheless completed his
job.  In my opinion, the three greatest
members of Parliament we have had in
this State are John Forrest, Phil Collier
and Sir James Mitchell.

Mr. Bovell: Hear, hear!
Hon. E. NULSEN : Those men did things,

I could narrate many of the achievements
of John Forrest, but members have lately
been reading so mueh about him and his

. work that is unnceessary to do so now. If

Phil Collier never did anything more for the
Goldficlds from now on than he has done,
bis work will be a monument to him. It
was Phil Collier who authorised the expendi-
ture of £350,000 on the Wihma railway. He
was Premtier and Treasurer of the State at
the time, Tt was he who saved Cwalia.
Had it not bren for him, Norseman would
not be in existence to-day. His Govern-
ment financed the Lake View and Star and
other mines to the extent of hundreds of
thousands of pounds, and all that money
was repaid with interest. The amount of
wealth ereated for the State by the fore-
sight of those two men alone is beyond
computation.

The good work accomplished by Sir
James Mitehell in the group settlements is
now hearing fruit. We owé much to his
foresight and vigilance. The State would
not be in its present position were it not
for what these men did. They saw that
something was required to be done and were
always willing to take a risk. People who
do not take a risk, whether in polities or in
business, will not get very far in this world.

It iz proposed to establish a Parliament-
ary Standing Commitlee to investigate
public works costing more than £75,000.
I entirely disagree with the proposal. We
shall not have statesmen in Western Aus-
tralia if that legislation is passed. We shdll
not have any more Jobn TForrests, or Phil
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Colliers or James Mitchells, because the
members of the Government will he re-
stricted to anthorising works up to an ex-
penditure of £75,000 only. The considera-
tion of works exceeding that sum will be
relegated to the standing committee, the
members of which will probably koow very
little about them and very little about fin-
ance. Such a procedure will undoubtedly
restrict the development of the State,

The Chief Seeretary: Is not that a great
slight on members of Parliament?

Hon. E. NULSEN: Not at all! T am a
member myself and if it were it would be
a slight on me, We should show initiative
and do things, beecanse in three years we
shall have to face another election. If then
the people are dissatisfied with what we
have done, they will not re-elect us. Even
%0, each twelve months, on the Address-in-
reply, we have to submit a programme of
our actions. Is that not sufficient? I myself
might be appointed to the proposed stand-
ing committee and might have to deal with
some matter about whieh I know ' nothing
at all. I might not have the neecssary fore-
sight and might not be prepared to take
risks in the same way as such men as
Forrest, Collier and Mitehell did.

Mr. Read: What about the last two
Premiers?

Hon. ¥. NULSEN: Mr, Wise did a
wonderful job. His capacity is such that
in three vears ‘he will probably he again
sitfing on the opposite side of the House.
The work he has already done will make
it much easier for the present Government
to carry on Lhe bustness of the country.
Our Goldfields have produced 51,159,179
fine ounces of gold, valued at £286,589,000,
up to the 30th June, 1M7. That is 2 huge
sum of muney, but we have not yet eclipsed
the rold prodnction of Victoria which pro-

duced 72,911,667 fine ounces up to the 30th-

June, 1947, We shall have to produce an
additional 21,752,488 fine ounves of gold
to equal thnt output.  The produetion of
wold has meant a lot for Australia. Iiad
it not heen for the soldmining industry,
1 venture to say that our population, in-
stead of heing 7,500,000 would probably
he only 2,000,000, Gold has, therefore,
played a biz part in the development of
Australia, and I hope consideration will be
given to an inerease in the price of gold.

[ASSEMBLY.)

We must get a higher price for our gold,
as wages have increased by 20 per cent. in
the industry since the war eommenced, and
costs of stores and materials have increased
4214 per cent. AN commodities have gone
up in price; but gold, since the end of
hostilities, has only gone up 2.7 per cent.
Members will therefore realise that uoless
the price of gold is increased, ore that has
been ussayed as worth 4 dwts. will not
be treated, and so our cre reserves will be
reduced. This means that bundreds of
thousands of tons in various zones will not
he treated.  Milling costs since the com-
meneement of the war have inereased from
26s, 10d, per ton to 34s, 8d. Both mining
and milling costs have increased. This
spells not only loss fo the industry but also
to the community. If the priee of gold is
not increased, mines and businesses will be
closed down much sooner than would other-
wise be the case.

I know the State has no jurisdiction over
the price of gold; but the Government
probably cern go to the Commonweslth
Government—I do not say cap in hand—
and request that it should abolish the
gold tax of 17s. 7Y% per ounce. The aboli-
tion of that tax would make a vast difference
to the duration of our goldmining industry.
In any case, the tax was an iniquitous im-
position. No Government in this State
ever thought of imposing such a tax. It is
a tax on a commodity, and that is wrong.
Gold should not be taxed, as that commodity
has produced, directly and indireetly, vast
wealth for Australin. Tt is said that the
mining eompanies are maintaining their
profits, but that is because they treat a
higher grade of ore,

Before the war, ore containing 4 dwts,
of wold conld be treated profitably. The
gold would bhe worth sbout 105, per dwt.
bhut owing to the rise in costs since the he-
zinning of the war the companies will
have to treat 5 dwt. ore in order to make
a profit, and this will have the effect of
reduving the reserves by probably a quoar-
ter. Therefore, insiead of having a reserve
of, sav, €2,000,000 worth of ore, that will
be reduced by £125,000, leaving £1,875,000,
This matter should he looked into and I
ask the Government to do all it possibly
can do to obtain a remission of the gold
tax. We do not tax wheat, or lead or any
other primary ecommodity.
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The Minister for Works: The Common-
wenlth Uovernment, as you know, does tax
wheat to the extent of 10s. a bushel.

Hon. E. NULSEX: There is no compari-
son between wheat and gold. According to
o statement by the ex-Premier, the Gold-
fields wore, before the war, carrying
population of 15,000 directly working in
the industry. If one includes those engaged
indivectly in the industry in the distribu-
tion of goods and serviees, that fizure could
e multiplied by seven. That is a conserva-
tive estimate, In 1940, according to the
Chamber of Mines, 4,297,000 tons of ore
were treated for 1,115,000 ounces worth
£12,307,000 (o the State for the twelve
months. No other industry in the State
can supersede the goldmining industry.
But that is nof all. Apart from the figures
supplied hy the Chamber of Mines, another
301,391 tons was produced, bringing the
total value for 1940 up to £12,698,391.

Nilting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.n.

Hon. E, NULSEN: T propose to deal with
the iron position, because iron is very im-
portant. Tt is toe important for us to allow
our ore to he earted away from this State
without our obtaining any benefit from it
other than 3d. a ton royalty. At present
that ore is being taken around the north of
Australin, The eompany conecrned is not
oven using our ports. We have some very
rich iron-ore deposits and I feel that any
company working them should have to fah-
ricate or treat the ore in this State in-
stead of earting it away. I know that the
ex-Minister for Mines made every endeavour
in that direetion: but unfortunstely Bras.
serts had a lease of Koolan Island, and
they dealt with it in such a way that the
Broken Hill Pty. Company has got hold
of it. The ex-Minister for Works did his
hest to have the iron fabricated here. When
he eould not achieve that, he displayed
some initiative and courage by developing
an iron works at Wundowie.

What worries me is this! Why is the
present Government having an inquiry into
the Wundowie iron works? There are many
ather industries and prejects that® eould
have heen investigated, such as the South-
West FEleetricity scheme. T am a little
afraid that bir business has said, *We want
an investigation.””  They have probably
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said, ‘**We want the Yampi iron-ore and
the only way to get it is to prove that the
industry will not be sucecessful from our
point of view.’”’ T do not think they will
worry nbont Wundowie but they are afraid
that if that industry is expanded it will be
extended to Bunbury apd developed at
that port and that there will be serious
opposition to the B.H.P. and its subsidiary
companies. What I fear is that the Gov-
crnment may give the BHP—

The Chief Secretary: Did not that com-
pany furnish all the plans for Wundowie,
or assist in that connection? 1 undersiood
that the company had rendered every as-
sistanee in the establishment of that work.

Hon. E. NULSEN: T do not doubt that,
heecause I do not know. That might he
quite correet, At the same time that is
no indieation of the company’s feelings con-
corning the future. That may have been a
sprat to caleh a mackerel. What I am
afraid is that the eompany might get alease
of Yampi and eart the ore from Western
Australia and we will obtain no benefit.
Tron is required by everybody. Everyone
who walks in the strect carries iron. If it
were not for iron we would not have our
eoldmines or our farming implements. Be-
cause of the importance of iron T hope we
will retain this ore and will not allow any
more to be taken from the State.

The, Minister for Works: I would not
worry abount it if T were you.

Hon, E. NULSEN: I am worrying about
posterity, not about myself, because it does
not affeet me. Bof we in this Honse repre-
sent the people. We have a biz responsi-
bility and should look to the future and not
just the present.

Mr. Reynolds: Hear, hear!

Hon, A, R. G. Hawke: I think the Minis-
ter for Works came in at the wrong time.

Hon. E. NULSEN: On the 23rd Septem-
her, 1936, J made a speech which had a
bearing on this subject. My remarks will
be found on page 762 of Vol. 1 of “Han-
=ard” of that year. I want to read to mem-
bers the request T made at that time. I

‘moved :

That a retarn be lzid on the Tiuhle of the
House showing the value of the following im-
ports into Western Australia for the year ended
the 30th June, 1936:—1, Steel and Tron for
tilding, railway permanent way material, and
gencral manufacturing purposes. 2, Feneing
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wire, wirc-netting, nails, cte. 3, Steel wire
ropes. 4, Steel or iron chain, 5, Dlack amld
galvanised iron, plain and corrugated. 6, Stecl
tubes and tubular products.

The reasen I wanted the return to be tabled
was to get an idea of the imports which ot
that time totalled about £3,000 a year in
value. I maintained that we should be
fabricating the ore for the purpose of pro-
ducing iron i our own State; that has been
the endcavour of this Party. I might deal
with the matter more extensively on the
Estimates, I fee] strongly in regard to iron
and hope that the Government will not give
any further leases or allow any more iron-
ore to be taken for 3d. a ton royalty and
sent around the top of Australia so that
we do not get any benelit from a very valu-
able asset. T have a letfer here from the
Salmon Gums branch of the Farmers’ Union
of Western Australia. Tt reads as follows:—

The members of the braanch have instructed
me tp write on the question of the freight on
petrol and oil. Petrol here, as you may know,
is 114, or la. more per gallon than in Perth,

sy, 40 per cont. extra, the Qifference appar-
ently being due to transport costs.

Members of the branch feel that those whe
have pone furthest out should not be called
on to hear the highest costa and that the time
has arrived when there should he some equalisa-
tion of hurden and that the first step should
be the levying of n flat rate on the railwave
for goods of this deseription. You are in touch
with those who eontrol these things aud before
poing further we should Jike to have your views
on this question. (Sgd.) W. Brown, Seere-
tary. ’
In rezard to petrol and oil it does seem fo
be very unfair that the people who live
furthest away from the centre where these
thinps are produnced should have to pay 1s.
a gallon more for them.

Mr. Mann: You were Minister for Rail-
ways for six years. Why was the flat rate
not imposed then{

Hon. B. NULSEX: The war oceurred in
between and I am hringing the matter up

Nnow,
Mr. Mann: You were Minister for six
vears, Why did you not earry out that

policy then?

Hon. E, NULSEN: The hon. member has
not heard what I was going to say.

Mr., SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. K. NULSEN: That is not the ques-

tion, Petrol should be dealt with in the same
way as Singer Sewing Machines. Those
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machines ean be bought in Brisbane or Syd-
ney or Adelaide or Perth or Wiluna for
the same price.

Hon. A. H. Panton: What has the mem-
ber for Beverley to say about that?

Hon. E, NULSEN: The oil eompanies
should work it out on a basis whereby the
people in the eity would pay a little bit

-more, and the extra would po towards pay-

ing the freight on petrol and oil for the
back country.

Mr. Mann: You tried to inerease freights
on petrol by H0 per cent. yourself'

Hon. E. XULSEN: That is a deliherate
lie!

Mr. Mann: Your Cabinet did.

Hon., E. NULSEN: Cabinet never ap-
proved of jt. It was suggested by an officer
of the Railway Department—a highly
honoured man. He said that freight should
be raised by 1215 per cent.,, and the member
for Nedlands brought the matter forward
here. But we did not support it.

Mr. Mann: It was your own Goldficlds
members who started it.

Hon. E. NULSEN: The hon, member is
on the wrong track. I never approved of
an inerease in rail freights, I have always
advoeated a flat rate, I do not see why any-
one, no matter where he lives, should pay
more freight than a person who lives within
100 miles of Perth,

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: The member for
Beverley is always reckless,

Hon. E. NULSEN: He is not reckless, bat

he does not wse his mental faculty!

Mr. SPEAKER : Order! The member for
Kanowna must address the Chair.

Hon. E. XULSEX: The
Beverley is wrong.

Mr, Mann: Would you like me to apole-
gise?

Hon. E. NULSEN: Xo, apologies are not
worth anything. Thev have never been
worth very much. The man on the land pro-
duees the real wealth, and 1 think the eharge
for petrol and oil throughout Australia
should be on the basis of a flat rate. That
would be fair, and would help to develop
the country.

Mr, Mann: A flat rate for water there
would he a tremendous help, too.

member for
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Hon. E. NULSEN: 1 already have a Bill
on the notice paper for the hon. member’s
Government to consider, dealing with the
question of a flat rate for water, and he
will be able to discuss it fully. 1 am glad
I have his support. I thoroughly agree with
this letter and I hope that something can
he done. It is not fair that people who live
in the back country should be penalised for
living there, We could not do without them.
They produce the real wealth, and live under
hard, adverse conditions. What they pro-
duce the people in the metropolitan area
merely fabricate. Without primary produc-
tion there weould he no fahrication.

The member for Beverley mentioned a flat
railage rafe, and that is something which
could be worked out. The people in the
¢ity area make no contributions to the rail-
ways, but they should, through ;E'_xation,
help the people in the interior of the State.
I hope the Ministers will give consideration
to this matter. It might he out of their
jurisdietion, but perhaps it could be dis-
cussed with the oil companies so that a flat
rate, similar to what applies to sewing
machines and to sugar, which is the same
price in all the eapital cities of Australia,
could be arrived at. That would help to
develop this huge State, because we are in
area one-third of Australia, being some
975,920 square miles, or 624,589,000 odd
acres, The member fod Beverley can now
understand the area over which the petrol
has to be carted.

Mr. Mann: Tf the outports were used the
freights would be redueed.

Hon. E, NULSEN: T agree with that.
Every port should have ifs natural iraffie,
and there wonld then be a eertain reduction
in freight. But, on the other hand, some
prople have the eourage to go right owt into
the hackbloeks and they should not be pena-
Jised for doing so. Rather, they should be
enconraged. I will not deal with hospitals,
T.B., health, railways, or eduecation.

The Minister for Lands: You promised to,

Hon. E. NULSEN: T intend to dea! with
them pretty fully on the Estimates; espe-
cially with the railways. I have here 2
letter dealing with the Nationa] Security
{Feonomic Organisation} Regulations. It
is in connection with the proposed sale of
some land at Esperance. I have no ecom-
plaint against the principle of these regula-
tions, but against their administration.
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Many of our laws are quite good in pripn-
eiple, but their administration is bad. I
will read the letter. It is from Mr. F. A.
Hunter, delegate of the Treasurer of the
Commonwealth of Australia, and is as
follows:—

Representations on your behalf having been
made to me by the Hon. E. Nulsen, Esg.,
M.L.A., and the Esperance Road Board, I have
again had the matter reconsidered by depart-
mental valuers and again reviewed Dby the
Treasurer’s Advisory Panel.

A departmental valuer visited Esperance re-
cently and consideration was given respecting
the subject land,

My advisers are still unanimous that the
value of the lots concerned does not excced £20
(twenty pounds) ench lot and that the stated
expenditure for levelling is not justified.

It is considered desirable that the lots should
be offered in the virgin state and the question
of levelling left to the diseretion of the pur-
chasers.

In view of the above, I regret approval ean-
not be given to o sale in excess of £20 for
each lot.

The people coneerned are Messrs, L. J. and
C. V. Anderson. They had a certain area
of land there which they wanted to level be-
cause the people who were buying wanted
that done before they made their purchase.
But, in accordance with the National Secn-
rity Regulations dealing with the sale of
land, it had to be submitted to the delegate
of the Treasurer of the Commonwenlth of
Australia and, seemingly, ‘he has a panel
which investigates these requests. Esper-
ance js fairly hilly, and when I was chair-
man of the Dundas Road Board I advocated
that the land should be levelled before be-
ing sold, I take it these regulations are
only meant to stop exploitation, and that
a reasonable price is to be allowed. When
the upset price is £20, surely that should
allow the land to be levelled, espeeially

- now that the road board says it wants it

levelled as it will faeilitate its work in
making roads and putting in other conveni-
ences for those who huy the blocks.
Here we have a very fine pieee of legisla-
tion, but one that iz hadly administered.
These officers do not seem to use any disere-
ttonary power fo allow the land to be levelled
hefore heing sold, and of eourse the ad-
ditional cost of the levelling-off. I know
of individnal cases there where hlocks have
been levelled at a cost of anything from
£30 to €70. The men I have mentioned are
willing to take them en masse ond level
them at a cost of ahout £20 each. My com-
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plaint is not about the regulations—Dbe-
cunse I think them commendable and neces-
=ary to prevent exploitation—but it seems
ridiculous that cne cennot buy a block of
land near Perth for less than £200 or £300,
and in some eases £1,000, when that inflated

valae is due entirely to the unearned in- -

crement created by the eommunity.

It is the administration of the regula-
tions that is at fault. T ask the Govern-
ment to get in touch with the appropriate
authorities and see whether there eannot
he hrought about more elasticity in matters
relating to the sale of land, provided that
no-one s exploited. The Andersons are fine
men, and their intentions were of the best.
T am satisfied that in their hands the cost
of levelling the land would have been munch
cheaper than in the hands of individual
owners, I am pleased indeed that thé
'vime Minister has had sufficient courage
to bring in the nationalisation of banking.

Mr. Mann: He has not got it yet.

Hon. E. NULSEN: Tt has been suggested
that.

Mr. Leslie: That is the end of the Chifley
(tovernment.

Hon. E. NULSEN: It has been said that
any progressive Gevernment——

Several members interjected.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: This is a non-con-
troversial issue!

Hon. E. NULSEN: It seems to me that
our banking system has been operated
honestly by the banking fraternity, but I
am up against the system itself. There
would have been no need for the depression
had we had & proper distribution of the real
wealth that was being produced.

Mr. Mann: What about the housing posi-
tion?

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: You know more
about pigs than finance.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must address the Chair.

Hon. E. NULSEN: 1 might not be an ex-
pert on finance, but I was quite successful
in my own business and I think .

Mr. Leslie: It was not nationalised !

Hon. E. NULSEN: It was very much
nationalised. .
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Mr. Leslie: You bad the running of it, for
your own benefit.

Hon. E. NULSEN: I did not allow other
people to interfere in it.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must address the Chair.

Hon. E. NULSEN: The people who con-
trol the purse-strings control this eountry.
I recall Anstey having said, “So long as I
have-the banks with me, T need not have any
money to develop this country.”

Mr. Mann: Who said that?

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: The member for
Beveriey would not know.

Hon. E. NULSEN: I mentioned that be-
cause I know that those on the other side of
the House are very traditional and orthedox,
and do not like anything new.

My, Bovell: What happened in Italy and
Germany under the dictators?

Hon. E. NULSEN: We are not creating o
dictatorship, but a control by the people
themselves.

Mr. Bovell: What happened to Ttaly and
Germany under Government financial dicta-
torship?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: 1t must be good bait
that you are using.

Hon. E. NULSEN: Mr. Chifley has said
that the sharcholders, depositors and bor-
rowers will not be injured in any way, and
that, where necessary, they will be com-
pensated.

The Minister for Works: We have read
all that in the newspapers.

Hon, E. NULSEN: And that they will
have no worse eonditions, and will probably
be better off than they are at present. The
staffs of the banks

Mr. Bovell: We are concerned about the
citizens of Ausiralia, not the staffs of the
banks. .

Hon. E. NULSEN: T am eoncerned about
the citizens of Australia when we find that
our interest hill is about £80,000,000 per
year in Australia.

Mr. Bovell: You cannot lay that at the
door of the private banks.

Hon. E. NULSEN: I do, to a great ex-
tent, as they control the means of distribu-
tion.
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Mr. Bovell: Who eontrols the financial

strocture of the country?

Hon. E. NULSEN: I do not want to pro-
long this debate. I am sorry there has been
s0 mueh opposition to what I have said.
Whenever it affects the big financial in-
terests, there is always a ery from the other
side, where members represent such interests.
T do not blame them, and were I on that side
I would probably do the same myself.

The Minister for Lands: You are a big
financial man. You are one of them your-
setf.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Ahout one-quarter
as big as the Minister for Lands.

Hon. E. NULSEN: I do not think that,
finaneially, I would be one-quarter as big. I
will deal now with the Goldfields racecourses,
ineluding that at Norseman. The clubs are
greatly concerned over the legislation pass-
ed by this House whereby the fraction was
reduced to Gd. instead of 1s. by the amend-
ment to the Totalisator Duty Act last
year, as it has affected them greatly.
They now suggest that the Govern-
ment shonld bring in a system simi-
lar to that obtaining in South Australia.
I hope the Chief Secretary will bring down
lemislation to that end, so that in the smaller
distriets, where the tote returns perhaps
£2,000 or less, it will be taxed at about 2 per
cent.,, whereas on £5,000 or more it wonld
be taxed at 6 per cent. or 7% per cent. That
would enable the sinaller clubg to carry on.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: It would not help
the punters very much,

Hon. E. NULSENX": [t makes no difference

to them, because the 13% per cent. is taken

out of the totalisator investment. So much
xoes to the Government and so0 much to the
clubs. The trouble has heen that the 74
per cent. has been going to the Government
all the time, and not on a gradnated seale.
I am asking for a graduated sesle, so that
an a totalisator return of £2,000 or less the
tax witl be on a lower seale. If the Chief
Seeretary will bring down legislation such
as I have suggested, that will be of great
help to the Goldfields people.

Children in back-eountry sehools, such as
that at Salmon Gams, have been penalisecl.
The ex-Minister for Kducation did every-
thing possible to assist them hut, onfor-
tunately, in some of my arcas he was not
able to meet all requirements.

The Dundas
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Road Board has. asked that the State Gov-
ernment be urpged to institute a system of
centralised primary schools in country dis-
tricts and provide and maintain hostels to
accommodate pupils, and that the away-
from-home allowance pranted to children
attending secondary schools be sabstantially
inereased. Beyond saying that I am
thoroughly in accord with that, I shall not
deal further with the matter tonight. If an
opportunity occurs before the Estimates are
presented, I hope the Minister for Educa-
tion will give consideration to the plight of
those districts. I feel that the present Gov-
ernment will not have an opportunity to
gauge the amount of work that was done by
the previous Government.

Mr. Hoar: Or will not admit it.

Hon. E. NULSEN: I consider that the
member for Gascoyne, when Premier, put
up a programme second to nonme. With re-
gard to hospitals, I suggested something
which the Under Secretary said there wag no
hope of getting approved, and fo his sur-
prise, though nat to mine, it was approved.
I say I was not surprised beecause I knew
that the Premier and the Cabinet would do
what was right, irrespective of the cost, so
long as the expenditure was neeessary and
justified. We are living in a world, not of
thrift but of controlled extravagance. Be-
fore very long, I helieve we shall he in a
position to produce all the real wealth that
is required, and all that will remain then
will be to determine the method of distribu-
tion and to amend our monetary system.
Consenuently, T ecan see some hope for the
future.

. Mr. Marshall: I cannot.

Hon. F. J. §. Wise: The
Murehison looks as if he eannot.

Hon. B. NULSEN: If the Government is
not prepared to take a reasonable risk, we
shall find ourselves in the position of having
all security hut no progress.

member {for

MR. NIMMO (Mt. Hawthorn) [8.2]: I
take this opportunity, Mr. Speaker, of con-
gratulating you on the position to which yon
have heen appointed and I also congratulate
the member for York on his atiainment of
the Chairmanship of Committees. I wish to
endorse the remarks that have heen made
about the Premier and his Ministers. One
point with which I wish to deal tonight is
the hottleneck of the City of Perth, and
when I use that term, I mean the Perth
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railway station. We start from Rotien
Row—I should not like to call them goods

sheds—and what do we see? Dilapidated
buildings, rusty sheds, jnnk! Then we
vcome to the railway station. This is a

matter that should receive the consideration,
not only of members on this side of the
House but also of every other member of the
Chamber. Tn years to come 1 should nof like
to have it said by one of my children or
their children, “If our fathers had shown
some foresight, they would have moved the
Perth railway station from its present posi-
tion.” The city of Perth and suburbs
should carry a population of at Ieast
1,000,000 people. If we are prepared to
vontinue as we are going and leave the Perth
railway station where it is, when the day
comes that it has to be moved the cost will
he much greater than if the work were
undertaken now.

The sife of the Perth railway station
should be the centre of the city—the civie
ventre. While the opportunity exists, the
width of Wellington-street should be
doubled. The City of Terth will not grow
southwards, and we do not want a long
string-out city running east and west, and
~0 there is only one direction in which we
should look for expansion and that is north-
wards; but the ¢ity cannot expand in that
direction while the railway station remains
in its present position. The main method
of public tramsport in most of the large
cities of the world is the tramear, but else-
where the trams tun on round wheels, not
sjuare ones.

Hen. A. H. Panton: You must bave
ridden alonz Woolwich-street,

AMr. NIMMO: The tramears of other cities
are eomfortable and well-sprung with seats
well-padded, not hard seats such as we have,
on which it is not necessary te travel very
far if one wishes to shine one's panis or
the back of one’s coat. From most small
cities, the trams are vanishing rapidly. The
chief disadvantage of trollev-buses is their
lnck of mobility; they are route-hound. I
naderstand that the intention is to expand
the trolley-bus system, but we should at the
same time supplement the routes so served
with other buses. As the eity grows, we
shall have to transport more people to their
work and, for this, other buses will be re-
gquired. If we could only put buses on our
trolley-hus routes during peak periods in
order to help to handle the traffic, it would
solve the problem for the travelling public.
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I am not at all satisfied with the trams
serving the eity because Perth was not built
for trams, which are really the cause of all
the street congestion, including the problem
of parked motors. We have several one-
way streets, but I believe the time has arrived
when we should make up our minds to build
decent trams, similar to the P.C.C. trams of
America, which run almost noiselessly and
are comfortable and speedy. Still, I am
afraid we shall never be able to attain that
ideal with the trams we have at present.

As for the tramlines, I had oecasion
recently with some business men to measure
the depth of a hole in the road alongside one
of the rails and the depth was nine inches.
Why there have not been more serious acei-
dents in the city I do not know; T think
God must be on the side of the authorities.
In most countries tram rails are laid on a
hed of concrete; sleepers are not required.
1 believe that has proved a success. If we
continue our present system of laying
tracks, we shall never get better results than
we have today. One can see that where the
lines have just heen repaired they are start-
ing to craek again. The reason is that they
arc not laid as they should be and the move-
ment and swaying of the trams soon shift
the ground.

I desire to say a word or two on some of
the tram routes in my distriet and the dis-
trict of the member for Leederville. The
No. 22 tram passes throngh both his district
and mince. Phe people in both distriets com-
plain that teo many small trams are used on
that route. One evening, from 5.2 pm. to
5.30 p.m., T counted five small and one large
No. 22 tram. 1 consider the people on that
route are not getting a fair deal. The No.
13 tram runs through the distriet of the
member for Leederville. I vrefer to this
tram, as he might he able to help me.

Hon. A, H. Panton: You pinched all my
transport, anyhow!

Mr. NIMMO: The No. 13 tram also
passes through portion of my distriet.
Small trams are nsed on this route unless
there is a foothall mateh, when we get the
big ones. The trolley-bus service to Wemb-
ley is rather good at times; but one of the
problems there is the number of school ehil-
dren who also use the bus when business
people are going to werk. I hope that both
the Minister for Education and the Minister
for Transport will see fit to bring about an
alteration in the school hours. 'We have 12
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trips per day to the City Beach commencing
at 6.35 a.m. from Perth and continuing
until 11.20 p.m., bat in the evening one hus
leaves at 6.15 p.m. while the next bus does
not leave until 9.45 pm. The last bus leaves
at 11.20 p.m. I particularly mention this
because in the last nine months, in the City
Beach-Floreat Park-Wembley distriets 47
homes have been built.

Wembley is fairly thickly populated and
the people are well honsed, but later on I
will draw a comparison. The City Beach
travellers pay a fare of 1s. 6d. return, and
the distance is approximately seven miles;
the Perth City Council pays the Government
a subsidy of £600. North Beach, approxi-
mately 11 miles from Perth, is catered for
by privately-owned buses, the fare being
25s. per month. The Secarborough Bus Co.
charges less than the fare paid by the City
Beach people. Permits have been issued
for 77 homes in the Searborough distriet in
the past twelve months. That distriet has
one of the finest bus services in Australia,
What I want to sheet home is that if the
City Beach people had a better and cheaper
bus service, I might have been able to say
tonight that 77 homes had been built in that
distriet also. In the Mt. Hawthorn distriet
only 11 homes have been built dnring the
past vear. Mt Hawthorn is well populated.

On the subject of market gardens and
vezatables, I point out that dnring the war
the aren needed to feed Austrahia, according
to Commonwealth figures, was 149,670 acres.
The total aereage in Australia was 246,000,
Those figures make one wonder whether the
number of vegetable gardens should not be
reduced, but after having given the matter
consideration I would not recommend that
course. In Western Australia we have about
9,000 or 10,000 acres under vegetables. I
would like to see more vegetables sent to the
country. Most country people are grumb-
ling beeaunse they do not get fresh vege-
tables. It ocewrred to me that we might
devise some way of bringing the vegetables
to the eity, packing them at onee and then
despatching them immediately to the coun-
try on fast frains. In that way we might
also benefit the vegetable growers.

Much has been said on the subject of im-
migration. We must have immigration if,
as I suggested, Perth is fo have a population
of 1,000,000. However, I would like to see
our own flesh and blood established in homes
before we bring in immigrants. The immi-
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grants we want are the children of our own
stock. Various estimates have been made of
the arrears of housing accommodation up to
the end of the war period, and these vary
from 6,000 to 8,000. The average number of
homes built per year in the three years pre-
ceding the war was 1,600. During the years
1942 to 1945, as members are aware, home
building ceased. On normal requirements it
15 necessary to estimate arrears of 4,800
homes over the war period. Requirements
after the war can reasonably be estimated at
2,000 homes per year, making a total of
nearly 7,000, less a few that have since been
erected. As a new member, I do not pro-
pose to tnke up any further time of the
House.

MR. TRIAT (Mt. Magnet) [8.21]: I join
with other members in congratulating you,
Sir, on attaining your present position, and
I feel sure that during your term of office
you will serve this House as all your prede-
cessors have done, with dignity to yourself
and satisfaction to memhers. T eannot con-
gratulate the present Government on attain-
ing the Treasury Beneh; bui sinee a new
Government has taken office, I eongratnlate
those memhers who have received full Minis-
terial honours. The House consists of a
certain numher of private members and of
men who will administer the affairs of State
as Ministers, I tyust th%t during their term
they wiil do their best for the majority of
the people. If they do so, they will receive
support from this side of the House. At all
events, they will receive mine. :

‘What has struck me more than anything
gJse has heen the number of new members
who have spoken without any signs of ner-
vousness. They have stood up and without.
any hesitation have gone off into quite eom-
plicated details regarding political maiters,
That is unusual. Each man has a different
method and tone and manner. One struek
nme as being iike the barber’s eat—all wind
and water. The others struek me as being
sound and competent and as appearing to
know what they were talking abont. The
speech that struck me most foreibly was that
of the member for Irwin-Moore. It was ex-
ceptionally well thought-out and prepared,
and well delivered. Tt must have been, be-
cause it received a write-up in the leading
article in “The West Australian.” Very few
members get a leading article written about
them in that paper, especially when making
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a maiden speech.
was ably delivered,

Hon. A. H. Panton: Hear, hear!

Mr. TRIAT: It received attention and as
mueh applanse as has beén received by any
other speaker this session. The only thing
that worried me was that an attaek was
made by everybody on the propaganda that
was indulged in during the election and in
that respect the moembher for Irwin-Moore
played his part. He was prepared to make
u speech rvegarding the Qpposition tacties
mnd attitude. The tacties adopted by the
Opposition would not have been used if
there had not been something to warrant
them; something does not come from nothing.
Evidently the propaganda expounded by the
Liberal Party or by the two parties opposite
was so0 violent that people on this side of the
House took exception to it. T do not feel
like quoting a lot but T will refer to one
piece of propaganda that was used. Because
the member for Irwin-Moore was so sure
everything submitted by members on this
side was Jlanghable I would like to give
him an opportunity to laugh this off. On
Thursday, the 6th March, 1947, there was an
advertisement dealing with wages and eon-
ditions in Western Australia. In that
advertisement, the Liheral Party said, “The
Liberal Party will fight for higher wages
and redueed costs”’ This side of the House
has - always fought for those things. Tf
members opposite will do what they have
said, T shall fecl like joining their ranks. It
is ap exeellent idea and I hope they will
sueceed. ~ But the part that burt me was the
inaccuracy and the sting in the latter part of
the advertisement, which read:

(ae of the few men with a REAL rise o
wages is Labour’s Mr, McKell whose earnings
have heen inereased by £10,000 per annum
{1,000 shillings per week) TAX FREE, while
the Basic Wage is STILL taxed.

That is true to a certain extent; but Mr, Me-
Kell's income was not inereased by £10,000
as & result of his being appointed to the
pasition of Governor-General. He was
earning s salary as Premier of New Sonth
‘Wales when he was given that appointment
and his salary could not have been increased
by the amount stated. This denotes that
the statement made in the advertisement
was inaecurate enongh to be said to be un-
truthful. The man who wrete it must have
known what he was writing. He must have
known that Mr. McKell was not out of work
when he got the Governor-Generalship. Tt

I give him due credit; it
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must have been known that he was enjoying

" the fraits of his position as Premier of New

South Wales and that he was drawing
£2,500 & year. Nevertheless the public was
misled by the statement that Mr. McKell
had received a rise of £10,000 a year, free of
tax. The member for Irwin-Moore may be
able to tell me how that propaganda got in
the Press. Was it a mistake or was it inten-
tional, or was it rank stupidity? The hon.
member ¢laims that his Party is not stapid.
I will quote his words later to show how
aceurate he considers his Party is. Tt would
have been different if he had stoed up and
told the publie that he intended to challenge
the Labour Government for making the
former Leader of the Nationa] Party Lieut.-
Governor of this BState in 1733 and gziving
him £2,500 a year, free of tax!

Mr. Graham: He was chucked out by his
own electors!

Mr. TRIAT: Tt would have been different
if he had challenged the Labour Government
with making that appointment and enahling
that gentleman to vide free of charge on our
railways. Buf not a word was said about
that. That is aectually true. I do not know
what Sir James Mitehell wns receiving when
he pot his job. But he was not receiving
£2000 a year. Members opposite did not
point out that the taxpayers had paid him
£2,500 o year free of tax sinee’ he was
appointed. Not n word was said .about
that!

Mr. Graham: He was a Conservative; Mr,
MeKell is Labour.

Mr. TRIAT: That is the position, If
the Governor-Generalship had been given to
Mr, Casey, members opposite would have
said that the Chifley Government had rea-
lised the wonderful work done by him.
It would have been the same if any other
man of their Party had been chosen. But
they would have to go a long way to gef a
man like Mr. MeKell! Nevertheless he did
not reeeive a rise of £10,000 as was stated.

The Minister for Lands: Only a miserable
£7,500!

Mr. TRIAT: That is all. A miserable
£7,500. Why not tell the people that?

The Minister for Lands: T did not tell
them anything.

Mr. TRIAT: The Minister was a mem-
ber of the Party; why not tell them the
truth? When a man can come into the
House with the ability and courage and lack
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of nervousness such as were displayed by
my friend opposite and can make a speech
like he made, why does he not stick to the
truth? Why make a statement like this?
He said:

It is said that the last election was won by
misrepresentation in advertisement., That com-
ing from the Labour opposition would be
amusing if it were not so ridiculous.

That is a statement made by this gentleman,
who came with a speech well thought-out
and who said that the excuses offered by the
Labour Opposifion for its defeat were
laughable. There is no exeuse for that kind
of thing and when the hon. member is
speaking again I hope he will inform us
how his Party made such a terrific mistake.

Hon, 4. B. Sleeman: He aoes not belong
to that Party.

Mr., TRIAT: Of course he does! He is
sitting on that side. I am afraid the ex-
Spesker has made a mistzke. Tn continuing
his speech, the membet for Irwin-Moore said
that there was & Labour Government - in
charge of the Treasury' Bench 20 out of 23
years hut the eleetion promises it made were
not fulfilled.

The Minister for Lands: There was a lot
of truth in that, too.’

-

Mr. TRTAT: What were these promises
that were not fulfilled? Why not tell us?

The Minister for-Lands: I suppose he
could. :

Mr. TRIAT: The Minister knows he could
not.

The Minister for Lands: You lived on
promises. -

Mr. TRTAT: He was prompted. That is
why he made the statement. If he knew
what promises had not been fulfilled, surely
he wounld have told us, instead of making a
sweeping statement abont promises that
were made and not fulfilled.

Mr. Marshall: Extraects from the eapita-
listic Press! ’

Mr, Styants: Figmenis of the imagina-
tion!

Mr. TRIAT: T am not going to enumerate
the promises. Some promises that were not
fulfilled were made by the Party thkat the
hon. memher represents—the Country and
Democratic League which lives on the land.
He said

.
Ag the newly clected member for Trwin-Moore
it is only reasonable, and T belicve right, that
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T ghould confine my remarks mainly to matters
relating to agriculture. Practically the whole
of the electors of Irwin-Moore are to some ex-
tent dependent on the products of the soil.

That identifics the hon, member as a farmer,
or a producer from the soil. If that is so, the
Government has done something for the
people he represents. Some of the things
that the Government has done are as
follows:—The Agricultural Vote, which
affects his work, was £66,000 in 1933 and
in 1946 it way £215,000. That affects the
people of Irwin-Moorg bhecause they live on
the products of the soil. The whole of that
extra money goes to the advantage of the
people who live on the soil—and those living
within the boundaries of the Irwin-Moore
electorate come in for their share.

* QCertain building was done at the Muresk
College, and that affects these people. If
they desire theit sons to become experts in
agriculinre, they ean send them there. A
ttew college was built at Denmark., All this
was done by o (overnment which did not
carry ont any promises in 20 years! These
colleges do not affect me or my people to
any extent. The Labour Government, since
1934, has written off over £1,750,000 of
group settlement money. That has been
wiped off the burden of men on the land.
Labour did not earry out any promises
but £1,750,000 of taxpavers’ money was
wiped off the liability of those settlers.

I presume that the member for Irwin-
Moore does not represent only the man who
grows wheat, but also the man who produces
sheep and wool. T assume that he is not so
parochial s to say that only within the
confines of the Trwin-Moore electorate
should people be attended to. He wonld go
further and say that all pastoralists and
agrienlturists should get some benefits from
Parliament in times of stress. But he failed
to tell the House that the Labour/Govern-
ment assisted the pastoralists to a large ex-
tent ond, if the fizures are not lying, the
pastoral rents relief amounted to £600,000
in the case of people on the land who could
not meet their liabilities. Over half a mil-
lion pounds of taxpayers’ money went to
assist them. But the Labour Government
did nothing to assist them in 20 out of 23
years!

Mr. Mann: How mueh wmoney did the
Agricultural Bank wipe off?

Mr. TRIAT: Over £1,750,000 in the ecase
of the group settlers, at any rate. The
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Labour Government did not spend the
money on the people it represented, but on
those represented by men of the type of the
member for Irwin-Moore. So, when the
hon. member makes a speech to this House
and tells us that the Labour Government did
nothing, he should give it credit for some of
the things it did. It is not too much to ask
a new man, coming into the House, to try,
for a start, to stick as elosely as possibie to
the facts. When he gets more initiated he
can clothe his facts with a eertain number of
false statements that ean be glossed over
quite easily. But he cannoi do that as a
new member, and get away with it. He
must stick to the faets. I am not helittling
the hon. gentleman; I believe he will make
an excellent member.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Perhaps he did not
know these things.

Mr. TRIAT: He claims fo be a man well
versed in wheat, and he is a director of
Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd. A little
further on in his speech he said that the cost
of produeing wheat in Western Australia
was not under 6s. per bushel. That figure
astounds me. If we eannot grow wheat at
less than 6s. a bushel, then do not ask men
to go on the land as wheat farmers. We
will not be doing the returned soldiers any
-good if we do that, because we will not get
a competitive oversea price, in a short space
of time, that will be profitable with wheat
costing 6s. a bushel! to produee.

Mr. Leslic: He is talking of today's priees.

Mr, Fox: The cockies must he hroke now.

Mr. TRIAT: There is not a cocky dies to-
day without leaving an estate of £15,000 to
£20,000!

Mr. Leslie: Cockics do not die; they just
fade away.

Mr. SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. TRIAT: The last thing I am going to
deal with in that speech is the question of
the terrifie imposition by the Commonwealth
(Government om the Australian farmers, in
exporting wheat to New Zealand, That had
me tricked for a long time, too. When I
heard it first I thought it was an imposition
by the Commonwealth Government fo ask a
man in Australia to grow wheat and send it
oversea (o another eountry at something
less than the cost of production. It seemed
wrong to me, so I made inquiries, and I pre-
sume the member for Irwin-Moore did too.
T did not know much abont the matter be-

+
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cavse I am not a cocky. I discovered that
the wheat was sent to New Zealand at a cer-
tain cost to the New Zcaland people, but the
Australian farmer was reimbursed from the
revenue of the Australian Government.

My, Ackland: And if Mr. Solomon had
not opened his mouth so wide, the farmers
would not have heen paid it

Mr. TRIAT: The farmers received it.

Mr. Aekland: It was an accident.

Mr. TRIAT: Why did not the hon. mem-
ber tell us that when he was speaking, and
not lead us to believe that the poor old
farmer stood the strain,

Mr, Perkins: Do you think the wheat
agreement with New Zealand was a good
deal or a bad one for the Australian people?

Mr. TRIAT: I do not say. I amn not pre-
pared to pass an opinien on it, but T pre-
sume the people of New Zealand were get-
ting the wheat at a certain figure, and the
Australian farmer was getting world parity
for it. The only people to squeal were the
taxpayers of the Commonwealth, and evi-
dently they did net kick up moch fuss. I
admired the hon. member’s speech, and I
hope that next tire he will speak as well but
will stick closer to the facts.

My next subject deals with coal. Here I
join with the member for Murchison in
regretting that the Minister for Mines is not
a member of this Chamber. I believe the
portfolio is an important one. Ii certainly
is to me, beeause 1 represent a goldmining
eleetorate, plus a certain amount of pastoral
work. I would like the Minister to be here
fo debate wining questions, He is not
present, so I presume we will have to do it
through his waderstudy, who may be a very
capable gentieman.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: Who is he?

Mr. TRIAT: He is the Chicf Seeretary.
I know he has interests in goldmining. But
mining knowledge is not like good looks or
brains; it is not hereditary—it has {o he
learned. - Because a person happens to he
born into a family that came from the Gold-
fields does not mean to say that he knows
mueh about goldmining. I intend to deal
with the gasifieation of coal, but before do-
ing so, I would like to 2ead a teclegram,
received by the Leader of the Oppeosition
and dated the 11th August. It is as
follows :—

Have reached eeal seam, Thanks for your

confidenee and assistanee; withont that it would
have taken monthy more. (Signed) IHiggina.
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That relates to the Fradu ecoalfield. They
have just taken samples from there as a
result of assistance given by the ex-Premier.

Mr. Fox: Another legacy for the Govern-
ment.

Mr. TRIAT: And a very happy one, too.
Coalmining, in my opinion, is a greater
factor than goldminiog in any country.
Much and all as I favour gold, I believe coal
to be of greater importanee hecanse it
represents power, heat, indnstry and every-
thing that we must have before we ean pro-
duee anything., For many years now West-
ern Australian coal has been decried by the
people associated with it, and the thesis of
one gentleman, who received his degree on
coal, was on the poor quality of Collie coal.
That is what he got his degree for in West-
ern Australin. That was a common iden,
but fortunately it has been exploded to a
great extent, and we find that Collie coal is
much better than was anticipated. TUsed
properly, with the proper appliances, it will
be an extremely valwmable factor in the
future of Western Australia.

Mr, Styants: If it is mined properly.

My. TRIAT: Of course it must be mined
properly. Onee it is found that coal is of
value, men can be got to mine it properly.
Until recently, Collie coal was cousidered as
being just coal and nothing more. The Will-
cock Government agreed some years ago to
assist a man named Fox, who came here to
endeavour to gasify Collic ecal. The Gov-
ernment advanced him a sum of money to
make ‘experiments and earry out tests. T
attended every test made by Fox at Midland
Junetion. To me, the gas produced by his
process seemed wonderful but, not being an
expert, I could only say that to me it looked
all right. Mr. Fox has produced gas of two
qualities in Western Australia, an industrial
gns suitable for all indusfrial work, but not
suitable for use in cooking-stoves—it is of
a lower B.T.U. than household gas and con-
tains a eertain amount of tar—and a high-
rrade domestic gas, suitable for use in
domestic cooking and heating appliances,
Both gases bave been tested by experts and
T have never yet heard any expert express
the view that the pas was of low quality.
On the 26th of July there appeared in “The
West Australian” an article headed “Collie
Coal Gas. Promising Resnlts Obtained.”
The article was written as a resnlt of a test
carried ont by Mr. H. V. Marr, managing
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director of Plaimar Ltd. It read as fol-

lows:—

Mr. F, C. Fox, with finanein) qssistance from
the State Government, has completed his ex-
periments into the gasification of Collic eoal
As steps are being taken to commercialise the
process, Mr, H. R. Marr, managing director of
Plaimar Lid,, was nsked to carry out tests on
the ealorific value of the gas produced by this
means; the quantity of gas per ton of eonl it
was possible to obtain and whether continuous
production could he secured without deteriora-
tion of the gas.

Exhaustive tests were made under the super-
vigion of the company’s chemists to obtain the
information required, and after a period of
continuwous running for approximately nine
hours a day for two days, some interesting
results were secured. Mr, Marr said yesterday
that Griffin conl was used throughout the tests,
the results obtained being very encouraging,
He had no reason to helieve that the yields
would not be obtained in commercinl practice
from apparatus of large dimensions, The plant
designed by Mr. Fox might be considered a
water gas plant in which the whole of the
mgterial for the production of gas was con-
sumed. The process wasg distinet from the usual
method of reterting ecal and produeing coke,
cte., a3 by-produets.

Mr. Marr gaid that the eubic footage of gas
obtained per ton of coal), however, way higher
than that which would be obtained lry retort-
ing the coal for gas and coke. Calorific value
was lower, Undoubtedly the Fox proeess wonld
produce, hy total gasification of Collic coal,
satisfactory volumes of gas (although of a
lewer ealorific value than by retorting eoal) to
enable it to be a payable proposition ecom-
mereially. The prineipal factor which had to
be considered was the ealorific valne of such
gns. Perth town gas had a calorifie vzlue of
450 to 480 British Thermal Units a cubic foot.
The gos produced from the Fox plant had =
calorific value of 320 to 340 B.T.Us.

Thig could be enriched by the use of fuel
ras as waa frequently done for the production
of domestie gas, or alternatively the gas could
be used without enrichment, as waa done in
some parts of the world, In Dublin, for example,
a private company supplied the needs of 119,836
domestic and 908 industrin] users with a gas
which had g declared value of 360 B.T.U. a
cubic foot. This was four times the number
of consumers using the Perth City Council’s
supply.

Mr, Marr went on fo say that experimenta-
tion in the use of gas fram the Fox plant for
heating purposes demonstrated that this gas
would burn satisfaetorily in normal domestic
gas stoves, gas rings and buth-heaters. Very
satisfactory heating results were obtained in
heating apparatus of that nature,

During the tests made by his company, the
cheeking of the coal eonsumed, the volune of
gas produced, its ealorific value measured by a
ealorimeter and by chemienl analysis were care-
fully carried ont. The undermentioned results
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could he considered a reliable guide to thosegearce? I would have thought the fumetion

who vould be obtained in commercial practice.
Period of run, 1714 hours; gus produced, 67,300
cubie feet; yield of gas per ton of coal cal-
culated on 5 moisture basis of 15 per cent.,
26,030 cubic feet; on a dry basis, 34,160 eubic
feet. The average analysis taken over a period
of 1714 hours gassing was: Hydrogen, 39.8 per
cent; methane, 4 per cent.; carbon monoxide,
37.7 per cent.; oxygen, 0.4 per cent.; unsat-
urated hyidrocarbons, nil; earbou diexide, 0.6
per eent.; nitrogen, 17.5 per vent.

The statement concludes as follows:—

The eapacity of the plant on which the ex-
periments were conducted was no smaller than
that which would Fe required for a normal
country town in Western Australin, Mr. Marr
explained. In considering the adaptation of the
Fox process to the production of domestic gas,
the whole question of enrichment or not was
the matter which would refuire attention. There
was every prospect that an efficiently designed
Fox plant would produce gas of approximatsly
350 to 360 B.T.U, a cubic foot. As the gas
produced during the tests in domestic equip-
ment gave effective results even at the low cal-
orific values obtained, it beecame n matter for
deeision by the respective communities as to
whether they were prepared to use for domestic
purposes Collie gas made under the Fox pro-
cesses, 1f the process evolved proved satisfae-
tory, Mr, Fox would have made a valuable con-
tribution to the economics of the State.

That is & report hy a competent engineer.
Though T do not know him personally—I be-
lieve that he is competent, and that he has a
staff of competent chemists—I would take
that article to mean that in his opinion the
plant gave a satisfactory set-up for the use
of our native Collie eoal—Griffin coal. I
am miven to understand that there is some-
thing in the vieinity of 200,000,000,000 tons
of coal in Collie, more than the whole gnan-
tity in western Furope, and that is only the
vonl so far discovered. Therefore, the
futnre of Western Australia is assured, as
far as conl is concerned. But what are we
doing? We are not utilising onr coal. We
mmport eoal from Neweastle by ship, when
ships are scarce, and put it through the old-
fashiemed proecess of retorting. In spite of
tho high calorific value of this Newcastle
coal, we find that the Perth City Couneil has
to use three-quarters of a million gallons of
0il each year to boost it. That is Neweastle
coal, the best obtainable in Australia. It
takes three-quarters of a million gallons of
oil each year.

Why should our natural heritage he left
in abeyance simply hecause one man says we
must import coal from Neweastle, Cardiff,
or somewhere else, while shipping is so

of any officer of any eity conneil in Western
Australia would be to forward the unse of
the native products of his own State. One
member said that the City of Perth would
grow until it contained a miilion people. It
will only reach such dimensions if the
people living in Perth utilise the produets
of this State to forward its interests. It
will never grow to a million people if we
depend upon outside production. We have
to build up from within the State, not out-
side. So we have the Perth gns works run
by a gentleman by the name of Edmondson
who may he an extremely capable engineer;
I do not know; I have never met him.

The Minister for Lands: He is a good
engineer.

Mr. TRIAT: Where did he get his qualifi-
cations?

The Minister for Lands: At the Sehool of
Mines, Kalgoorlie.

Mr. Marshall: How do you know?

The Minister for Lands: I went to sehool
with him.

Mr. TRIAT: Ts the Minister guessing?
Did be get his gas experience there?

The Minister for Lands: 1 suppose he did.

Mr. TRIAT:
Fuessing.

Again the Minister is

The Minister for Works: Irrespective of
where he got his experience, his knowledge
cannot he doubted,

Hen. F. J. S. Wise: Is the Minister for
Works guessing?

The Minister for Works: The Leader of
the Opposition knows that is so.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

AMr. TRIAT: When Mr. Fox came to
Western Australia some threc or four years
apo, T aeecompanied him to the then Premier
{Hon. J. C. Willeock) to find out whether
the Government wouid give him some assist-
ance. Mr. Willeock told me and Mr. Fox
that the information he had received from
his technieal officers was that Collie coal
could not he gasified and that, if it could be
gasified, it would confein too much CQ, to
burn. That was the common knowledge
possessed by the Government at the time.
Mr. Willeock did not have personal know-
ledge of the matter but received his infor-
mation from his technical officers. His
technical officers were . probably men in
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responsible positions such as the Govern-
ment Analyst and the Coal Technologist;
they would have been the ones to advise him.

1 noticed in “The West Australian” of the
13th inst., a reply to the statement made by
Mr. Marr, of Plaimar Lid. headed “Collie
Coal Drocess tested 25 years ago.”” Mr.
Edmondson is a gentleman who knew all
about it and says it was tested 25 years ago,
but he “laid doggo” all that time and did
not give the information to anybody. XNo-
one was told that Collie coal eould be gasi-
fied, because the information given to the
Government by its technieal officers was that
it could not be gasified. Let me read por-
tions of the reply

Commenting on the test earried out by Mr,
Marr, of Plaimar, Ltd., on the gasification of
Collie conl by the Fox proeess, the general man-
ager of the City of Furth Eleetricity and Gas
Department (Mr. K. (. Edmondsen) said yes-
terday that n most popular misconeeption was
that the process tested was new and that this
was the first time that Collie eonl has been gasi-
fied.. Hia department had gasified Collie eoal
over 25 yvars ago.

So during the whole of the intervening
period, no effort has heen made by the Perth
City Couneil or its engineers to exploit the
use of Collie coal and ascertain.whether gas
of suffieient quality could be obtained from
it for domestic use. Yet Perth is the chief
vity of the Btate and its officers should be
the first poople to advance the interests of
everything pertaining to Western Australia,
but. they have not done so or attempted to
do so.

Mr, May: And during part of that period,
Collie miners were working only half time.

Mr. TRIAT: Yes. The letter continued—

After stating that he was delighted that Mr,
Marr had been publie-spirited enough to ecarry
out the tests and that both he and his firm had,
without publicity, pioneered valuable industries
for this Btate, Mr. Kdmondson went on to say
that, strunge as it might scem, the plant used
by his department to gasify Collie coal was
similar to that pow used by Mr. Fox. The
plant might be termed 2 modified water gus
plant, 80 that there was nothing new in the
complete gasification of Collic coal.  Plants
similar to that under test had been in use for
many yvears. The most outstanding example
was the Broadhead, which had operated in Mel-
bourne for over a decade, .

Gas engineers the world over were very fami-
liar with all these processes and, in fact, the
Tully process, which had been applied for
nearly half o century, was almost
with the plant under test, being a meodified

identical -
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water gas plant for complete gasification. There
was great interest everywhere today in the
complete gasification of low-grade coal and he
(Mr, ¥dmondson) was watching the develop-
ments eclasely,

Thus this gentleman for 25 years knew that
Collie coal could he gasified. He also tells
us that there had been great intevest in the
gasification of low grade coal and that he
was watching it carefully,. Was he watch-
ing it in the interests of Western Awustralia
or of Hastern States coal mining companies
or in the interests of the people from FEng-
land who put in a retort plant 30 or 40
years ago and got only a small percentage
of gns? This is the statement of a gentleman
who has to use three quarters of a million
gallons of oil a venr to boost Perth's gas
supply in order to bring it to sufficient
strength for domestic use, _Whose interests
is be watching? I am safe in saying that he
is not watehing the interests of the com-
munity of Western Australia in general, and
I make that statement without fear of con-
tradietion. Had he been as keen as he
snys he was, he eonld have given his assis-
tance to the man who was endeavouring
to establish a plant to gasify the local coal.
But he does not do that. He dashes into
print, and adopts an attitnde not in favour
but in condemnation of the scheme, in
ridicule of it. T will continue the reatding—

Mr. Marr said the Perth town gas had a
calorific value of 450 to 480 British thermal
units a eubie foot.  Mr. Marr was prohnhly
only apeaking genarally, Mr. Edmondson suid.
e could net hare measured the Perth gas or
he would have known that these figures were
not correect. Aectually, the deelared ealorific
vaine of the Perth gas was 478 b.tu. and the
daily average ealerifiec value as supplicd during
the past five years was 4822 h.t.u.

‘With all his public-spiritedness, he decries
the ability of the chemist who analysed the
gas. He has not the ability to do it; he
was not trained in the School of Mines,
Gas is not used on the Goldficlds except the
ordinary waod gas nsed in producer plants.

The Minister for Works:
of that?

Are you sure

Mr, TRIAT: His experienee was gained
on the Gwalia mine on a wood gas-producer
plant, T asked where he was edueated and
one of the Ministers opp051te volunteered
the information.

The Minister for Works: e does not
know and therefore cannot pass it on.
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Mr, TRIAT: The letter continned—

For years Ferth gas has never fallen to 450
b.t.u. Mr. Edmondson added that he had used
the word ‘‘never’’ advisedly and definitely.
Mr. Marr’s chemists may have ealeulated the
calorific value from a fractional gas analyser.
This would account for the varying figures
obtained,

Chemists in the gas industry knew from long
experience that the analysis and caleulation of
a town’s gas led to variable and not sufficiently
aceurate reswlis. It had heen found all over
the world that the only eorrect method was the
use of a standard gas calorimeter.

That is a strange statement. I believe that
the Department of Industrial Development
endeavoured to horrow a gas calorimeter,
Inquiries were made all over the State and
also at the Perth gas works, but the reply
was that none was available. Yet the
moment Mr. Marr makes a staiement, it
is found that the gas works has gas calovi-
meters, but those responsible would not lend
one in order that a test might be made
on native coal. That, of ecourse, would not
be right, as it might be possible to do away
with the importing of Neweastle coal and
use our own Collie coal. He went on to
S&Y-—

In proof of this, the use of a standard gas
calorimeter was the legal means in the various
Gas Aects for the measurement of the ealorific
value of a town's gns. However, a gtandard

calibrated measurement biid not heen available
to Mr. Marr. *

If Mr. Edmondson was so publie-spirited
himself and so keen on the gasification of
our eoal, one would have thought that he
would have offered Mr. Marr the use of
this instrument. I believe that Mr, Ed-
mondson has two gas calorimeters. one on
the line and one portable. The report con-
tinues—

Mr. Edmondson said that he had expeeted a
higher yield of gas per ton than that found
uader test hy Mr. Marr--29,030 cubic feet at n
15 per cent, moisture basis. However, hie said,
the meter installed at the plant was unsuitable
for the purpose for which it waa employed.
This might account for the low figure, Mr,
Marr was not responsible for the installation of
the meter and had no choice in the matter.

0Of course he was not.  The Government,
or the Department of Industrial Develop-
ment, was responsible for the installation
of the meter. It was purchased from the
manufacturer in the Eastern States and
installed at a cost of €140; but, aceording
to Mr Edmondson, the matter was of no

[ASSEMBLY.]

consequence, notwithstouding that it was
u gtandard meter for the measurement of
gas. I will continue reading—

Mr, Marr hal stated that his ehemist had ob-
tained calorific values of 334 gnd 321 bL.tu.
from the plant tested. These figures could not
be classed as reliable beeause there was no
calorimeter outside the gas works which lhad
been standardiged, so that the results were un-
reliable and might, or might not, be correct.
The best wns done with the instrument avail-
able tp Mr. Marr. *

Assuming the results were correct, however,
said Mr. Edmondson, in practice it could not
he assumed that the ealorific values would
reach as high as 371 bh.t.u, with this type of
plant and native coal. The low calorific value
gas produced in the plant could be used, but,
like Mr. Marr, he agreed that the whole ques-
tion of enrichment or not would require atten-
tion, This modificd type of water gas plant
was of low capital cost, but like everything else
—from electricity to milk—distribution ecosts
bulked Iargely in the final cost fo consumers,
The advantage of n low capital cost plant pro-
docing a low calorifie vnlue gns could casily be
offset hy the larger costs of distribution.

Fven thongh  the 'gu.q might be of good
quality, its lower cost could he offset hy
the cost of distribution. The only way of
distributing gas is to send it through the
gaz mains, Gas maing ave already lnid in
the City ot Perth, and therefore the cost of
distribntion would not be irereased.

The Chict Seeretary : If you could get
enough of it through {he mains.

Mr. TRIAT: Of course we counld. If Mr.
Marr's statement is to be believed, we get
29,000 cubic feet of gas from a ton of
Collip coal, hut the zasworks at Perth get
only 15,000 cubic feet irom a ton of New-
castle eoal.

Mr. Mavshali: That refers to the oil.
Mr. TRIAT: T am tfalking about gas—
15,000 cubic feet as against 29,000,

The Chirt Secretary: T said that the gas
contd not pass throurh the pipes.

Hon, J. T. Tonkin: Make the
bigger.

pipes

Mr. TRIAT: Of course the pipes are big

enongh, I suppose the Chief Secretary
went to the School of Mines, too, Con-
tinging-—

Another question requiring attention, Me

Edmondson concluded, was the high earbon
monoxide content, Mr. Marr’s figure had
shown 37,7 per cent, of enrbon monoxide.
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Of course we all know it is dangerous; if
one inhales enough of it one dies. Conclud-
ing—

Everyone knew how dangerous carbon monos-
ide was. Because of this the type of gas pro-
duced in this plant was seldom solely used for
domestie supply.

No one ean tell me that if a person emters
a room and turns on the gas without
lighting it that it is not dangerous. How-
ever, this Western Australian gas is terrific-
ally dangerous! (ne must not go into a
room where that gas is! The other gas is
not nearly so dangerous! I have not read
such puerile siuff sinee I have been a mem-
ber of Puarliament. If Mr. Edmondson
wanted to assist the State, he definitely
could have made a statement that the gas
could be improved; but, no, with all his
expert knowledge he Jid not come to the
assistanee of the State. Recently I asked
a question in the House of the Minister for
Industrial Development. I asked what
quantity of oil was used by the Perth Gas
Works in 1946 and the Minister’s reply was
750,000 zullens. At a minimum figure of
one shilling a gallon that would amount to
£39,000. That is the sum paid to foreign
companies to produce our gas. A gallon
of oil produces, I am given to understand—
the fignres are not mine—160,000 B.T.Us.

Just faney 750,000 gallons of oil being'

used in Perth, when the best coal obtainable
in Australin produces twelve thousand mil-
lion B.T.Us. of gas in iwelve months! Yet
this man has the andaeity to try to condemn
a plant that is producing from native ecal
withont any boosting, gas of sufficient
quality, according to Mr. Marr, to be used
by ordinary gas consumers. But even that
reply does not satisfy me. Somebody is at
fault. Either the genileman who supplied
the figures to the Minister was like some
other members T spoke about—not too sure
of his figares—or he wanted to disguise
them. He did not give the correet figure.
The report of the Lord Mayor of Perth for
the year 1945-46 gives the quantity of eoal,
oil and eoke used. I will gquote the figures
to the House; T presume they have been
audited,  The information will be found
on page 17 of the report and is as fol-
lows :—
C'onl, 1946, 33,159 tons,
0il, 1946, 768,858 gallons.
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Yet the reply to my question gave the
quantity as 750,000 gallons; a difference
of 18,858, That is not much, when stated
in round figures! Why is the truth not told?
The information given to the House was
incorreet. So¢ much for Mr. Edmondson!
I sincerely hope that members epposite who
are respousible for the information given
to the House will make further inquiries

into the question of Collie ¢oal. I am not
here to advise them; T think they know
what to do about it themselves. I would

like them to eall Mr. Edmondson, Mr. Marr
and the other people together to discuss the
matter at a round-teble conference.

Member: And Mr. Fox also.

Mr, TRIAT : He could he asked to attend,
but he has been sacked.

The Minister for Education: Who sacked
him ¢ .
Mr, TRIAT: The Government.

The Minister for Eduecation: Do not talk
rubbish,

Mr. TRIAT: I do not say purposely. I
am given to understand that on the 12th
July he was sacked, according to “The
Blackwood Times.”

The Minister for Edueation: He is com-
ing to discuss this matter with me next
T'nesday. He has not been sacked. Ther:
is no such question, to my knowledge.

Mr. TRIAT: He has been sacked. I give
the Minister for Eduacation my assuranee on
that point. e received notice on the 12th
July that his services would no longer be
refquired.

The Minister for Education: Did you get
that information from “The Blackwnod
Times"” ¢

Mr. TRIAT: Yes, The Minister will find
it thers,

The Minister for Education: I will verify
it,

Mr. TRIAT: I believe it to be correct.
I wounld very much like to see these people
aifend a round-table conference, because it
would settle the quesiion once and for all
whether Collie coal is suitable for gas. It
will also prove whether Mr, -Marr, Mr. Ed-
mondson or Mr. Fox is aceurate. I know
that the members sitting opposite, when thig
matfer was under disenssion 12 or 18 months
ago, realised, as other people did, the great
possibilities that might ensue from utilising
Collie coal.
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Dealing with goldmining, I would like to
mention sands treatment, which hag been a
burning question with prospectors. Prob-
ably the House will realise some of the dis-
abilities suffered by prospectors when hav-
ing their ore treated in the State batteries
under the present obsolete methods. The
Minister for Mines made a statement in
Kalgoorlie on the 2nd August. The report
reads—

The Minister for Mines, Mr, Hubert Parker,
appears to have a new angle on the 10 per ceut.
moisture deduction obtaining at Government
mills. A spokesman for the Amalgamated
Prospectors & Leaseholders’ Assoeiation eaid
this yesterday, He was eritieising a statement
of the Minister gent to the Association to jus-
tify the ten per eent. moisture deduction. The
Asygociation asked the Minister some time ago
to reduee the moisture deduction to five per
cent. The Association maintained that the ac-
tual loss would not be more than five per cent.
on schistose ores, ,

The Minigter replied: ‘*Over the years, the
average moisture content is cstimated to be
approximately five per cont. The other five per
eeunt, deducted from the tonnage crushed for
the payment of tailings is regarded as part of
the tailings treatment charge, and has always
been taken into consideration when fixing same.
The present deduction-of 1 dwt. 18 gr. for
tailings is not sufficient to cover the loss on
milling. The question of instituting a flat rate
has been eonsidered from time to time, but no
sntisfactory alternative to the present method
has been forthcoming.’?

There is no doubt about the information
contained in that report. The department
says to the prospeetor, “Yon are not paying
only for the treatment and milling, We will
charge you another 5 per eent.” That means
that for every 100 tons treated the pros-
pectors get o return from only 90 tons.
That is rather tricky when one goes into the
figures. Not only de they give him only 90
tons but they take 25 per cent. off for obh-
taining the gold by cyanidation. They give
him 75 per cent. of the quantity of the gold
less ten per cent. of the ore. Boiled down,
33 per cent. is taken off; so for 100 tons
he can expect sands to the value of 65 per
cent. Let us take one case! This concerns
all fine gold, not standard gold. It was
pure gold worth £10 15s. 3d. an ounce, be-
ezuse it was assay gold. There was 10 per
cent. deducted for moisture and 23 per cent.
for loss of vecovery; so for 100 tons the
return was 65 tons. The number of this
particular sample was 6,211, The man took
in 52.5 tons and when he received the re-
turn back he was gi\"on 47.25 tons net. The
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agreed assay was 3 dwt, 4 graing fine, less
25 per cent.—that is, 19 grains. The treat-
ment charge was 1 dwt. 18 grains, and that
left him 15 grains. That is to say, he would
receive 4. 1034d. per ton of ore taken in for
his sands when the actua) value of the sands
was 3ds, 63d. per ton. So he would lose
27s. 61%d. per ton on his treatment charges.
That is ridiculous.

There are mines in Western Australia
that up to quite recently have been treating
3 dwt. head values, and after allowing for
breaking out of the ground, earting, erush-
ing and eyanidation they have got 3 dwt,
to the ton and have shown a profit. That
is at Big Bell; yet sands already erushed
and put into the battery and ready for
eyanidation have only yeturned 4s. 1034d.
per ton to the prospector. The rest has gone
by the board, The actnal value of the gold
in the case I have mentioned was £88 16s. 6d.
but the actual value the prospeetor got was
£10 6s. 8d., so £78 9s. 10d, went into the
diseard, That is wrong and must be
remedied. It is not impossible to remedy it,
either. The treatment plants at the State
hatteries must be brought up to date. They
are antiquated.

I grant that the department’s officers have
made a lot of investizations; but some
moethod must be devised to obtain a better
recovery of gold for prospectors. No pros-
pector is satisfied, especially when he is told
the moisture content is 5 per cent. but he is
going to be charged 10 per cent, Naturally
he is up in avms.

The Chief Secretary: That has been in
operation for a long while

Mr. TRIAT: It has gone on for years, T
have referred to this subjeet ever sinee I
liave been in the House. The member for
Teederville thought he had done me a good
turn when the charge was reduced from 2
dwt, 8 grains to 1 dwt. 18 grains but
when the deparvtment found it was light it
altered the position and brought in the 75
per cent, extraction, I do not know
whelher the 10 per cent. was put on gt that
time but the 73 per cent. loss of vecovery
was deducted and that brought the figure
hack to what it originally was. T have no
desire to delay ‘the House for any length
of time. T shall have a lot to say about
mining when dealing with the Estimates.

Before I elose, I wonld want to mention.
a trip T made to the North-West and the
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Kunberleys recently, While 1 was there,
1 went mdand to the experunental site of
e Urd wiver dam. Looking at the coast-
hne, one pereeives that it 1s rugged and
rough and disheartening; but 1¢ or 12
mes inland, one eomes into level country,
uat as a billiard table, where one can lovk
30 or 40 miles in each direction. It is
very ilat, without trees, but there is tall,
beantiful, edible grass, two or three feet
high. Lt is black-soil country and looked
to be very prolific. On the banks of the
river the sub-soil was 20 ft. to 30 ft. deep.

All that is required is water ai the right
time. The dawm site is 100 miles up the
river. We went U8 miles and saw the ex-
perimental farm. They planted pumpkins
there on the 20th day of May and on the
2nd July these were eight inches in dia-
meter.  hice can be grown and was well
above the ground inside a week. Also sisal
bhemp, soya beans, cotton and edible grasses
for grazing can be grown. If it were with-
in his power; if he had the money and the
time available, I would like every member
of the House to go through that country.
Until one views it bimself one cannot be-
lieve what it is like. Yhen I made a stafe-
ment that hundreds of thousands of people
wonld he settled there in the future when
irrimation was in operation, I got a write-
up in a leading article, tuo; bat it was not
landable. It was said that I did not know
what T was talking about. ‘‘Where are we
going to pet markets?’’ they asked. We
know there are unlimited markets north of
Australin if we had the goods to supply
them. Mr. Dumas was there very recently.
IIe 1s n man of capahility, He made a sur-
vey and he szid that the setiling there of
one million people was not beyond possibi-
lity.

The Minister for Edueation: If the cus-
tomers will pay our prices, it will be all
right.

Mr. TRTAT: They are paying 6s. a bushel
for wheat on:the spot. They would pay
anything there. I think that in the Kim-
herlevs we have a wonderful proposition,
and T am glad the Jews were not success-
ful in settling there.

Hon, J. T. Tonkin: They are paying
hizher prices there than here.

Mr. T"TAT: When eabhages are exported
to Sinrapore thevy feteh £6 15s, a hag.
When peonrle there ean afford to pay that,
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they e¢an puy the ordinary wages of men
who require to live in that north country.

The Minister for Education: That will
not last indefinitely.

Mr, TRIAT: The flow of water coming
down the Opd River must be territic, be-
cuuse it is a mile wide in places and there
are pools three miles long and 20 feet deep
and a half a mile wide. It is beautiful
fresh water which can be drunk. The river:
was running slightly when 1 was there, The
proposed dam will eost £1,50(4000, and it
will be 238,000 acre feet bigger than the
Hume dam, which is the biggest in the
southern hemisphere ond eost £6,000,000.
We have wonderful possibilities in the north
which are worthy of investigation. Any
member with the time at his disposal dur-
ing the recess should make the trip up there
and view the place for himself, and I am
sure he would return with wonderful ideas
coneerning the prospeets of that part of our
Stale, and the possibility of settling many
people under good condifions and with good
markets avnilable. 1 {hank members for
listening patiently to me, T have taken
a Iot of liberties, Sir, a lot more than I
should have taken, ard I thank you very
much for your forbearance.

MR. YATES {Canning) [9.18]: Since
my enfry into this Legislative Assembly
I have listened with great interest to the
expressions of congratulation and to
recriminations that have flown freely aeross
the TIouse. Being a new member, I do
not think the time ix opportune for me to
cas{ any aspersions on any member for his
past deeds. I am interested mninly in the
future activities of this House and wha!
they e¢an do for the people of our State
and, in a broader sense, in assisting -
the Cemmonwealth sphere. 1 take this
opportunity of congratulating you, Sir, a-
others have done earlier; also of congratn.
lating the Chairman of (Committees. Those
congratulations are very sincere. T know
that all the felicitations that were bestowed
upon yourzelf hy the Opposition were equally
sincere. Therefore T look to a very happy
future in this House under your guidance.
If the Opposition will bear with me until T
find my feet, T am quite certain that I will
come up to their cxpectations of what any
membor of th» Hanse chould be able to do
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T represent the electorate of Canning,
held for 14 years by a Labour member, who
worked long and arduously for the distriet.
If I can do as good a job as he did in
those 14 years, I will be certain of having
done my portion for this State, Many
problems confront my electorate, some of
which were passed on to me by my pre-
decessor and, over quite a few of them he
had no centrol, I am hoping that the
future will bring improvements. We have
problems of housing, drainage, reficulation,
water supplies, and others which confront
the various electorates of the State. But I
think they are more serious in my electorate
than in most of the others because much
of the house-building programme which has
taken place has gone on in the areas east of
the river, Many homes ave being built cast
of the Canning Highway. There are streets
of them, hul very little provision has been
made for additional school facilities. The
problem of getting the people into the eity
is, indeed, a serious one. These matters
were serious three years ago, and today
they are much more so.

I can say, in eonnection with housing,
that some people in my electorate are
living under the most appalling conditions.
There is in Como & earavan park which is
the most iniquitous thing in the State, There
is approximately a half-acre block contain-
ing 24 caravans, for which a ground rent
amounting to 10s. per earavan is being paid
by those poor people who cannot get into
homes of their own. On top of that they
are paying high rents for the caravans.
Recently I complained to my Government
about this and it was arranged for the
Public Health Commissioner to come out
on a tour of inspection, but I am sorry to
say that prior information was given to
the owner of these caravans, and he never
worked so hard in all hig life as he did that
morning putting down loads of sand and
cleaning out the place 5o that when the in-
soection oecurred it would be spick and
gpan. Fad the inspeetion occurred the day
before, T am quite sare the place would
have been condemned. I had three people
from that park come to my home one wet
night asking me to go and look at the area,

1 went out on a Sunday morning, when
it was raining, and three of the caravans
were leaking hadly and the water was
pouring through the roof. One caravan

" is what we are going to do.
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had a family of six living in it, and it
measured approximately 10 feet by 6 feet.
The husband and wife slept in one bunk and
the four children, one of whom was a girl,
were sleeping in another; and their ages
ranged from 15 years down to eight or nine.
That sort of thing is taking place today.
Other people are living in garages with
doors made of iron, with the bottom and top
open to the weather. There is no protection
for them. I am going to do all in my power
to assist in speeding up the building of
houses. In fact, I am going fo tell the
House that tomorrow we are going to build
portion of a wall right ont in front of Par-
liament House, and any member who likes
to be there at a quarter to two can see a
scheme that mizht assist in the more rapid
housing of the people. If Mahomet will not
go to the mountain, then we must move the
mountain and take it to Mahomet, and that
I feel sure
that the house-building can be
speeded up.

It has been said that the Labour Govern-
ment fell down on its job. I did not say
that at all. Tt might have fallen down on
many aspects of house-building, but I say
this, that the task is up to the present Gov-
ernment, and us on this side of the House,
to prove that we are going to live up to
what we said, and I hope we do, because
we will stand or fall by this house-building
for the people! I have no qualms about
saying that, because it is through a national
emergeney that I bring this before members
tonight. I spend day after day at the
State Hounsing Commission trying to get
priorities for people in very bad eircum-
stances, I have, on numerous occasions,
attended the Loeal Court to assist people
in having their eviction notices deferred.
I know the difficulties under which the mem-
bers of the State Housing Commission are
working, but 1 say frankly that I am dis-
appointed in the results that I have so far
received. T trust that the fuiwre will bring
greater rays of hope for these people. We
do not want 1,000 homes a year; we wani
to house everyone without a home, as fast
as we possihly can, and it can he done much
quicker than we are doing it foday; although
I admit that things are moving more rapidly
now than they were three months ago. -

The next important item concerning my
distriet is that of drainage. This matter has
been dealt with in this House by my pre-

project



{19 August, 1947.]

decessor, He raised the gquestion of the Can-
nington drainage scheme on many oecasions;
I have read of it in “Hansard,” I have been
approached by the road boards in that avea,
and from as far afield as Gosnells. T was
called out a fortnight ago to a public meet-
ing at East Cannington fo discuss this pro-
blem. Toecther with the Minister for Works
and the members of the Cannington Road
Board, I recently inspected the distriet, and
I say that the drainage system in Cannington
is the most out-of-date in any town of the
State. The whole of the drainage is a sur-
face scheme and road hoards, such as the
Darling Range Road Board and the Bel:
mont Road Board and the outlying distriets,
xeem to be guite happy about the water
flowing from their areas into the Cannington
distriet. In addition, the new Canning dam
is eontributing quite a fair portion of over-
flow water to the already over-burdened
district of Cannington. We now find that
the area is walerlogged.

I know of 17 homes that were completely
surrounded by water, and in two eases the
people have had to leave their houses. The
builders have had to knock off working on
two partly-construeted homes because the
buildings were surrounded by water, I am
told by engineers that the water will not
subside until Christmas. Yet, the old
settlers say that until three years ago there
was no sign of water in these areas. I ad-
mit that we have had three very wet winters,
but the time has come when this compre-
hensive drainage scheme, which has been
spoken of so much by previous Govern-
ments, shonld be put into effeet. I am quite
certain also that if the Minister for Works
arranges for a contour survey of the area,
under the Land Drainage Act, the engineers
of the various boards will put forward some-
thing on which to work out a scheme for the
complete drainage of the distriet. I was
asked to go out to the Gosnells Road Board
to interview its engineer, and he put up to
me a good scheme for the drainage of that
district. It means the resumption of a cer-
tain amount of property—some privately-
owned. He feels that if surface drainace
is pui through this property to the river
it will be the first step towards the compre-
hensive drainage scheme taking shape. Tt
is up to me to see that the Government
asgists in baving this survey taken as soon
as possible.
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Much has been said abouf transport, and
the member for Mt. Hawthorn complained
about trams with square wheels, the laek
of buses at City Beach, and mentioned the
fine service provided by privaie enterprise
at Scarborough and North Beach. South
Perth is unfortunate in this respect. It
is served by Government buses—pletrol
driven—and by trams. ~ I must admit that
the Metro buses operate along Canning-
highway, but they are not allowed to oper-
ate beyond a certzin point, the distance
between the city and that point being con-
trolied by the Government. Owing to the
influx of population to the district, we find
that with the present number of huses—
absolutely worn out and over-loaded on all
Journeys during peak periods—a bpumber
of people are now not able to obiain trans-
port from their homes to their work in
the morning, I have had deputations deal-
ing with- the transport problem, especially
in relation to the Hurlingham Estate, a
legacy given to us under the Commonwealth
Housing Scheme. It is a block of 65 homes,
built on a flat where no sane person would
build a home, owing to the bad drainage.
It is right away from the main road, where
there are no school facilities for the ¢hildren
and totally inadequate transport facilities
for those needing them.

The present service, which runs along
Canning-highway and turns into Carrington-
street, supplics the needs of the people
in that area, and further out to Como. To-
day one may see people at the terminus
of the bus erowding in, and by the time
it has passed a few streets it is full and
has fo go straight on into Perth. Some
people who start work at 9 a.m. have to
leave home at 7.30 in order to get transport
into the city in time for their work. It
is impossible for them to get a seat with
the available transport. I ask the Govern-

.ment to give this matter its earnest eon-

sideration, that the existing dangerous buses
be replaced as soon as possible, and that
the present routes be overhauled or examined
to see whether more favourable routes can
be laid down to cater for the needs of this
ever-expanding distriet.  Then and then
only will the pcople be satisfied with the
handling of this urgent transpori problem,

In my electorate I have all sorts of things
to contend with. Not many electorates con-
fain river jetties, but unfortunately I have



216

a number of them, mostly without tops.
To those who know the Bunbury Bridge,
1 would say there is ome jetty in my
electorate that looks like it—a few poles
stivkiug out of the water with no top. It
is time that sueh jetties were put into com-
plete order, as they are therve for the bene-

ut of the publie who use the yiver, especially

i tne summer momhbs,  Childven use those
gettics for swimming and dive from them,
atd have a lot of healthy fun and exep-
vise, At would not require a vast amount
o muney to put them in order but, as they
are nun-revenue producing, the GGovernment
feels that they should not be Hs responsi-
hility.

That scems to have been the attitude
tuken by Governments in the past, and [
think I will fnd it difienlt to get these
Jjotties put in order, as we would like them,
Yet they are important and it is up to the
(iovermnent to keep our river heauntiful,
and not to have on it eyesores like the smnall
Jjetty beside the Canning Bridge which, al
the present moment, has 18 inches of grass
growing round it, and no planks on it
1t is very dangerous, Now that the tumnlé
and shouting have died and the war is
over, timher js much easier to obhtain than
it was, especially for this fype of work,
and I think the Govermnent should squeeze
a litile out of the coffers to place all the
jetties on the river in such order as those
using them would desire. 1 commend that
tusk to the Government.

In the matter of oducation, the same
problems confront people in the Canning
electorate as in all other districts. There
we have sehools that are over-crowded, The
Kent-street high school is a fine structure,
built by the Labour Government, and I
commend that Government for having built
it. Tt is a fine place but, though it was
huilt for ten elasses, it now houses 15, and is
totally inadequate to the needs of the grow-
ing district east of the river. The Farrest-
strect school, one of the oldest in South
Perth, has an attendance of 675, It was
originally intended to house about 525.
Additional rooms are over-crowded at
present, and there are haf-rooms converted
into cless-rooms. That position obtains in
other schools also.

The Colligr school, of which so much has
been said, is still only a myth. During the
recent clection campaigh, promises were
made—not by me—that that school would
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be started forthwith, As a matier of tuet,
the foundations were to be laid within five
or six dlays, but so far the school has not
tuken shape.  Uniess it is built, we will
soon have a great problem on our hands in
denling with the additional ehildren from
the 200 new homes that have gome up in
the Dysou-street area. It is an urgent
necessity that that scehool be eommenced, so
that we may provide school facilities for
these children in the coming year.

Allied with the education of the children
we have the kindergartens. I am certain
that all fathers in this House are keenly in-
terested in the welfare of the infant. How
often, when driving along in a ear, one sees
a todiller Awe or three years of age on the
siddes of the road, with no protection, while
an older boy wha is supposed to be lnok-
ing after the infant plays cricket or foot-
hall? We oflen se¢ such children in the
streets, not knowing the danger that con-
fronts them, The parent might be at work
in the house, but if that parent knew there
was a kindergarten to which the child could
be sent during thuse hours, he or she would
know that the ¢hild was safe, and not only
sate, but veceiving the early education which
helps to mould the mind, so that when the
child beeame of age to enter sehoo! and join
an infunt elass, it would have some idea of
schooling, and would stort with some know-
ledge that at present it would not have.

I urge that all the consideration possible
be given to the kindergarten movement, I
think the Government should support any
move, it any distriet, to see that the kinder-
garten movement flourishes, so that our
children hetween the ages of two and fve
years arc kept off the streets and may re-
ceive the early education that today is so
necessary for them. We have also our in-
fant health clinics, There is one in South
Perth that is doing a wonderful job. "1
recommend the (tovernment also to support
infant health clinies wherever they may be
established, for T regard them as helping
towards the future welfare of the State.

I listened with great interest tonight to
the member for Mt. Magnet when he spoke
with regard to Collie coal. He went to
preat length in dealing with the possibilities
regarding that eoal and the use to, which
it could have heen put throughout the last
20 or 30 vears. I Ceel that the Labour
Government was sold a pup if what was
said about Mr. Edmondson was true, and
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that instead of having its hands tied 20
years ago it should have investigated this
buge counl deposit to ascertain whether it
was not possible to use it in conneetion with
our gas supply in Perth, thereby obviating
the necessity for the costly proecess of im-
porting Neweastle eoal. If what the hon.
member stated was true, I would also sup-
port a comjplete inquiry into the possibility
of pur reverting to the use of Collie voal,
which would give new life to Collie, bring
prosperity to the State and increase our
population by many thousands more.

Ii has always been a matter of wonder-
ment o me that we bave not been able to
utilise this great asset. So far we have only
pluyed around with it. I support the views
the hon, member expressed and also those
of the member for Collic with regard to
the expansion of the industry, and I believe
the Government should support every move
to sce that the coal industry of this State
is explored to the fullest extent. By that
means we shall be able to contribute to the
needs not only of Western Australin but to
participate in the coal export trade our-
selves.

I next come to the matter of police pro-
teetion. I have not heard that subject men-
tioned in the House during the course of
the debate. I propose to quote some in-
teresting tigures regarding police protec-
tion in the Canning electorate. 1t may
surprise members to know that in the eleet-
orate of Canning, which includes a fair
proportion of Viectoria Park, the police
gtetion in that area eaters for close on one-
tenth of the population of the State and
that the district itself covers an area of 36
square miles,  The fizures I am quoting
have been supplied to me and I believe they
are authentie. In 1943 the staff at the Vie-
{oria Parx police station consisted of one
sergeant and seven other ranks. In 1945
it consisted of one sergeant and six other
ranks and the position now in 1947 is that
the staff consists of onc sergeant and six
other ranks. Bince Christmas only five
men have been available and at times the
strength of the staff has been down to four
men.

Since 1943 there has been a reduction in
weekly working hours in the Police Force,
which has meant that the ecapacity of the
officers to work has been lessened somewhat
at Vietorin Park. Taking it that we have
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there six other ranks, one requires to have
a day off cach week, and that leaves five
men to do seven days' work and each shift
at that station is of 24 hours' durstion, In-
cluded in their duties is the necessity to
supply a constable one day each week to at-
tend to the Belinon{ distviet, which is attach-
ed to the station. The transport suppiied to
the officers to deal with the work entailed in
that big district eomprises a motor cyecle
and a horsc, Besides baving to police the
district, the officers have a number of
licenses to issue and these eomprise the fol-
lowing :—

Bieyeles 5,000
Motor Drivers 2,000
Pirearms 1,400
Cart and Carriage 250

In addition to that they are required to com-
pile 140 lots of industrigl statistics and 30 lots
of agricultural statistics. From the figures
I have quoted, it will he evident to members
that at Icast one new station shofld be
established east towards Cannington. Fail-
ing that, T suggest that the existing station
at Victoriu Park be extended to provide
more up-to-date facilities tor the men who
have to toil there. To visit that station
and see how the officers have to work, col.
leeting money from people and issuing
licenses at a small table in a dingy room
amid surroundings that are not at all eon-
genial, would T feel sure, amaze members
generally,

I also suggest that to relieve the conges-
tion at the Traffic Department, a scheme be
jut into oreration whereby all licenses re-
qnired east of the river he obtained from
Vietoria Park and that p serond traffic
branch he established there.  That would
involve the extension of the existing huild-
ings, whirh at present are totally inndequate
for housiny the staff and their records. By
doing that, we wonld greatly lessen the work
and avoid to a very great degree the conges-
tion in dealing with licenses at James-streot.
It would also make it easier for people,
especially those who are elderly, who went
to the Vietoria Tark station to procure their
licenses. T commend that scheme to the
Government and I suzgest that semething
be done imwmediately to telieve the already
overhburdened station where men are Qoing a
great job with n small staff and policing
a very laree territory.

Tf a eal is reccived from Cannington,
which iz five or 8ix miles from Vietoria
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Park, it means that the man at the station
has to leave and proceed to where his ser-
viees are required, with the result that by
the tine he gets there the damage is done,
the thief has got elean away and there is
no chance of anything being accomplished.
I think members will agree thap the officers
there ave entitled to more consideration
than they have received so far, 1 admit
that the <taff positien in the Police Force
was serious during the war years but the
leeway js now heing made up.  However,
I sugrest that the points 1 have made
should be kept in mind so that when the
present Police School is terminated, first
consideration should be given to the com-
plete stafting of the Vietoria Park police
station, . )

The next subject I am going to deal with
concerns the 40-hour week, which is very
dear to the hearts of the Labour movement
and not only to those comprised in that
section but to quite a large number on the
(iovernment side of the Iouse who favour
the 0-hour week, I say quite frankly that
the present (lovernment is not against that
move--despite the fact that recont propa-
ganda hinted that it was opposed to such
n change. " In wy opinion the 40-hour week
will eventually be adopted in thiz eountry,
but T do not think the time is ripe for it
to he put into eomplete operation now,

Mr. Styants: It never is!
Mr. Needham: No, never!

Mr. YATES: History shows that the
hours of the working week have improved
eradnally over a period of many vears and
richt down from early times. TIn Greaf
Rritain, members will be interested to learn,
the working week is now approximately 47
hours per week. Tt is also signifieant to
note that in the cotton industry the workers
agreed to waive their demand for a shorier
working week in preference to giving their
full support to Britain’s urgent require-
ments for further exports. In the United
States of America, where men work under
various awards, the average working week
is abont 40 hours. In some cases it falls
as low as 37 on acconnt of shift work.
BBut workers there arve controlled by indi-
vidual acreements and covered by various
awards which are not alwayvs observed.
Some of the agreemenis are frequenfly
broken for the benefit of the State. Tn
Canada, the average working week is close
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on 48 hours. Although there are 14 public
holidays in that Dominion, in most cases
only five of them are paid holidays. So, in
comparison with Canada, Australia is stijl
on the right side. In South Africa the
average working week is 46 hours and, i
the Argentine, slightly higher than 44 hours.
Sweden has a 48-hour weeck, In New Zea-
land a 40-hour week was introduced some
time ago and is observed, but we must bear
in mind that New Zealand is largely a pri-
mary producing country and therefore the
4-hour week does not affect that Dominion
as wreatly as it would 1 more highly indus-
trialised country.

The 48-hour week was first introduced
in Australia in 1836, and although the
general working week up to the beginning
of the present century was approximately
50 hours, it is noteworthy that the iron-
mongers—whether they had a union, I am
not sure, but they were banded together—
orizinally introduced the 48-hour week.

Mr. Fox: Was it not the bricklayers?

Hon, A, H. Panton: I thought it was the
slonemasons.

Mr. YATES: The ironmongers, at any

rate, were the first to bring it before a re-
vognised authority. Today the majority of
the workers in Anstralia enjoy at least one
week’s holiday a year with frll pay, and
a lot of them receive publie holidays on
full pay. The position in Australia regard-
ing holidays compares more than favour-
ably with that of any other eountry. I
wish to guote a lengthy extract from a pub-
lication entitled **The 40-hour Week?’’
issned by the Institute of Public Affairs,
YVietoria. It savs—
The 40-hour week is a national issve. It should
be considered from n national standpoint, It
will affect, in a greater or lesser degree, all
mombers of the Australinn publie. Tt should,
therefore, he decided in the light of its effects
on all the Australian people and not just =
section of them. The question at stake is not
whether the 40-hour week will or will not hene-
fit any particular seetion of the nation, buw
whether it will or will not benefit the nation
as n whole,

The 40-hour week wonld affect different see-
tions of the people differently. Among those
who stand to lose least from its introduetion are
possihly the larger cmployers of labour. Amonz
those who stand to lose most are the lower-
middle and middle income carnery in roeceint
nf salaries and those whose income is deter-
mined primarily hy what they receive from
their investments. All sections, however, woulld
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sutiel serious detrimenat from the introduction
of a 40-hovr week at the present time.

Tue progressive reduetion of working hours
is regarded by the Institute to Le one of the
niost important of the advantages arising wui
of industrial progress, The purpose of modern
industry should be to provide not merely an
jncreasing volmmme and variety of goods at a
constantly deereaging real cost to the publie—
and thus a higher.material standard of life—
but also to improve progressively the conditipns
of work 5o as to provide more time for leisure
and gelf-improvement. It is necessary to strike
a balanee between more leisure and more real
invcome.  But it would, in our view, be wrong
and short-sighted for the community to work
shorter hours at serions cost to its material
standardy of life, when, for many of its mem-
bers, thove standards are alvcady relatively low.

Seientific studies on the relation of hours te
ontput point irresistibly to the eonclusion thub
a reduction of the staudard working week from
44 hours to 40 would lead o a fall in the total
production of gouds and gervices. There is alse
good reason to believe that under present eon-
ditions the introduetion of the 40-hour week
would be unlikely to lend to any significant im-
provement in the rate of production—that is,
output per man-hour. Until the eapital cquip-
ment of tdustry is modernised and restored o
full efficiency in the production of peace-time
gooda and servives, and wntil the training, trans.
. ference and replacement of labour in pence-time
jubs is well forward, it would be optimistic tu
look for any material inerease in man-hour out-
put.

"The key to tho immediate economic problem
before Australia is greater production. We are
suffering from a decline in our standards of
life, forced on us by the war. We need great
quantitics of practically every conceivable kind
of conaumer gaods and articles. We need vast
numbers of new houses. We need an improve-
ment in the range and quality of many kinds
of services, We need capital goods for indus-
trial modernisation and national development.

But the world far more than Australin is in
dire need of more commodities to make up for
the economic losses and ravages of war—food
to snecour tens of millions threatened with
famine, ecapital equipment .to restore war-shat-
tored industries, goods of every description to
counter poverty and to raise standards. To
choose greater leisure now would it only in-
tensify our own internal diffieulties, but eould
rightly be regarded as an act of eallous indif-
ference to the world’s suffering.

Whatever the potential produetivity of Aus-
tralian industry and the potential standard of
lifa it can support, it is an irrefutable fact that
the present standard of life i3 relatively Jow—
much lawer than in 1939 and. in fact, lower
than the Australinan people have possessed for
many years. The volume of goods and services
nf practically every kind at present available
for the enjovment of the Australinn public i
inndrguat—in some instances tragically inade-
onate—and little greater than that of the worst
vears of the war. This, in our view, in itself
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congtitutes an  almost irvesistible urgument
against the general introduction of a 40-hour
week at the present time.

One of the main arguments nsed to justiiy
the intreduction of the #-hour week iy that
during the wor the productive power and techni-
eal resources of industry have immeasurably ja-
proved. While we do nut helieve it is possiile
to measure, witlh any degree of precision, the
movement in overull productive eflicienvy over
the war years, the available statistics sugguest
that this brond claim is without foundation.
But, even allowing that industrial efticieacy
hias been raised by wartime developments, the
urgent present need for greater produrtion
should take precedence over any question nf
shortening hours of work. 1In other words, if
productivity has inereased, the advanee shoald
be used to inerease ontput rather than to reduce
hours.

1t is generally vecognised that oue of the
most serious dangers threatening a country at
the conclusion of u major war is that of intla-
tion, This danger can be countered in two ways;
first, by increasing production to the ufmost so
that the disparity hetween the supply of goods
and the demand for them i8 narrewed, and,
second, by maintaining stobility in prives and
costs fhrowgh measures of price eontrol, until
a reasonable equilibrivm has been achieved Lie-
tween supply and dcmand. The 40-hour week
wouid be unfavourable to both these conditions
—the first because of its effects on production
and the second because of its tendeney to push
up prices,

The introduction of a 40-hour week should
not, in our view, be considered until the volume
of civilian goods and services per head of the
population has been restored to at least the
pre-war level, and until the nation’s stock of
capital equipment has heen modernised, placed
oft a competitive basis with that of the othor
ndvanced industrial countries, and expanded so
as to offset substantinlly the losses eaused by
the interruption of economic progress by the
WAr,

How long this will take depends largely on
the steps that are taken now to raise the pro-
ductive power and efficiency of indusfyy.

The faster the productivity of industry cun
be raised the more rapidly will it he possible
to overcome present shortages and to restore
standards of living, and the earlier wiil the
intreduction of the 40-hour weck hecome a
desirabie economic proposition.

When the transition to a peace-time economy
is thoroughly complete the question of a shorter
working week should, in our view, be brought
up for serious consideration and a decision
should then be made upon it in the light of the
economic industrial conditions ruling at the
time, Among the likely factors which will bear
upon its desirability or otherwise will he tle’
efficiencey of industry, the genaral ecanomic and
financial position of the country, particularly
our competitive ability in relation to overseas
countrirs, and the time spent in work by the
Australian community compared with the work-
ers of other countries.
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There members have a comprehensive snr-
vey by the Institute of Publie Affairs in
Victoria as to the reasons why a 40-hour
week, although desirable, should noi be
introduced at present. Members ust ail
admit that we face terrific shortages of
every commodity regnired in our everyday
life and gpeeded to make our State expand.
This has been brought home to us time and
time again jn this Chamber in the many
speeches which have been delivered by mem-
hers concerning the shortages of this and
that commodity and concerning what the
(lovernment is going to do about relcasing
this or that commodity. What we need in
this State today is work and plenly of it—
hard work.

1lon. A. H. Panion: You have been listen-
ing to Bir James Mitehell,

Mr. YATES: Our forefathers worked
hard, Many members in this Chamber toiled
for years and are still toiling for the benefit
of the State, We need a greater effort by
our people; we need a greater effort by our
unionists to ensure that they got behind the
(iovernment, irrespective of what Party is
in power. '

Member: The workers did not cause the
war.

Mr. YATES: I do not know who eaused
the war. 1 fought in it, too, and I have seen
the misery that followed it. It is the eause
of our present shortages. Why, therefore,
do we want shorter working hours, more
holidays and higher pay, when it is'our dufy
to elear the State of its linbilifies—and by
that T mean its shortages? Let us get into
production again and infuse new life into
our younger population, so that they will
not go to'the S.P. shops and try te earn a
living by their wits, Every man who earns
his living in that way is a dead loss to the
State. Let each man explore cvery avenue
whereby he may better himself, not only
for his own benefit but for the benefit of
the eommunity also. Thai is why 1 put the
case for the deferment of the 40-hour week.
I am quite sineere when I say that T be-
lieve in if.

My father was a good unionist. He as-
sisted to found the Plasterers’ Union in this
State and toiled for its advancement for
many years. No finer unionist ever lived.
He has passed a lot of his ideas on to me.
I believe jn unionism and belonged to a
nnion. I believe the unions ean assist the
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State better than they are doing today, bul
not all unions. A ease in queslion ovcurred
yesterday, where the Lumpers’ Union de-
cided what it would send out of the country.
Are we not the masters and should we not
decide what shall be exported from the
Btate? The lumpers are there to sec that
gonds do go out of the State. If we are of
opinion that potalves and onions should not
be exported from the State, it is up to us
to pass legislation to stop them leaving, Wo
should not let the decision rest with any
body of men; we should do the deciding
onrselves.

I urge every member of the House to pull
his weight and to get every jperson with
whom he comes into comtact—business
people, farmers and others—to do their best
to overcome the present shortages. If that
be done, I am quite certain onr present
diffienlties will be overcome the sooner, and
the sooner will come prosperity, higher
wages and shorter hours for the workers
of our State, [ commend that suggestion

to all members.

I wish to speak about community hotels,
I favour them, whercver possible, but a
certain seetion of the public does not. [
have here quite a number of eirculars issued
under the name of an association in West-
ern Australin for the promotion of private
enterprise. It is unsigned; the address given
is Howard-street, but the number is not
stated, It is headed, “Indirect Socialism.
Community Move Exposed.” It proceeds tu
expose community moves.

Hon. A. H. Panton: You do not think
that comes from this side of the House?

Mr. YATES: I amr quite certain i, does
not., Another pamphlet, issued by ihe same
assoriation, hits at the residents of Bruce
Rock. 1t is headed, “To the Residents of
Bruce Rock:and Distriet. Re Community
1lotel.,” -

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: 1 would put that
where you put all anonymous eorrespond-
ence.

Mr. YATES: Tt goes on to deseribe how
terrible it will be if ever there is a com-
munity hotel at Bruee Rock. T think that
State hotels should now be either sold or
given back fo the community and run by
the people. I say so for this reason, that
the communities which formed co-operative
stores in very many parts of the State, as

4
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well as in England and Ameriea, have
achieved outstanding suecesses. These move.-
tments hiave been of great benefit to the
p vpic ol the district as well as of benefit
to the Stale, 1 do bot think any member
of the louse will disagree with me on that
point.  The establishment of such stores has
nol presented the opening of others in the
tistticts concerned, the carrying on of their
businesses and the making of profits; all
have prospeved.  This document, however,
trics w poiot out that if the community
were Lo own an hotel, utter chaos would
veign among those who control it. 1 says

that the twotel would probably show a loss’

and’ it quotes the profit made last year by
our State botels. 1t states—

Remember the State hotels for the last year

for which statistics are at present available
only made £2,179 profit between the seven of
them,
That differs from, the figure which I read in
the annual report last week. There the
amount meantioned is £8,000. That, how-
ever, is not a very high profit.

Hon. A. H. Panton: State Hotels should
not be run for profit but for service.

Mr. YATES: That is just what is not
happening. They are not being run for
protit. The Bruce Hoek hotel is not giving
the service which it should as a State hotel.
This fact must alse be borne in mind, that
once a State hotel is erected in any dis-
triet the Government takes steps to see
that no other hotel is built there, so that
it will not be faced with opposition. If
another hotel were to be built at Bruce
Roek today, the State hotel could elose. The
time is opportune for the Government to
investigate the matter of pgetling rid of
State hotels whieh have a monopoly. The
Government should not engage in hotel
trading. The present State hotels are not
showing the profit that they should, when
onc taukes into aceount the tremendous out-
lay of capital. The State hotels should
either be leased or given to the ecmmunity,
so that they may be condueted more advan-
tageously than the Government is eonduet-
ing them today. T commend any move
which the present Government might take
for the disposal of our State hotels, but
suggest that priority should be given to the
community to take them over, if thaf is
at all possible under our present constitu-

tion.
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The member for Kanowna said the
coloured races porth of Ausiralia had their
eyes on this vountry, or words to that of-
feet, I agree with him. The many millions
of peaple who live north of Australia are
a definite threat to our future. No one knows
it more than those who served in the islands
during the war, While in New (ininea I
had an opportunity to talk to a Japanese
prisoner of war. He had been well edu-
cated and he spoke good Knglish, Ile was
very philesophical regarding his capture.
He was certain his life was fluished and
that he would never return te his mother
country; but he said, *“We will be back in
10 years, 20 years, 50 years. What does
time matter? We will be back, and next
time we will get Australia.” He was quite
certain of that. It was something which
had been instilled into the minds of the
Japanese: that they might miss out on their
first venture, but they would not on their
second. The threat is always going fo re-
main while the Japanese Empire remains
as large as it is; while we have those many
bhundreds of islands in between Japan and
Australia on which so many millions of the
coloured races live. That threat is a very
real one, They told us in 1919 that a war
had just been econcluded to end all wars.
How deluded those old diggers were!

Hon. A. H. Panton: They told us that
in 1914, when they wanted us to on.

Mr, YATES: And it was believed.
Mr, Marshall: No!

Mr. YATES: The same as we are made
to believe it todtay when the same phrases
are put over,

Hon. A. H, Panton: The same as it will
be believed next time!

Mr. YATES: Guided by past experience,
they are very careful ahout mentioning that
there will be no more war, The evidence to
the contrary is still with ps, We read daily
in the paper of the unrest and discontent
that exist throughout the world. But leav-
ing aside the other nations, we are interest-
ed primarily in our own country; and I
think that the worst step that could have
been taken in this ecountry was to abolish
compulsory military training.

I helieve that compulsory military train-
ing is the best training any youth ean get
to assist him at some future date when he
might be called an in an emergency to guard
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our very shores. I used to attend compul-
sory military fraining in my carily youth;
and although I had some hard knocks dur-
ing the many eamps I attended, I am cer-
tain it gave me a different outlook on life.
[ came to enjoy it. I liked it so much that
I took an interest in it and went through
the ranks until I transterred to the fields.
When training of a sort was reintroduced,
in gn organisation known as the Militia, I
joined up with the 28th Battalion in Kal-
poorlie, I went throngh examinations and
took a keen interest in the movement. Just
before the war started I was going to a
meeting of the Militia and was
derided in the street as a “pansy,” because
1 was dressed in g uniform with brass but-
tons and went along the street carrying a
rifle. Not long afterwards the very man
who called me a “pansy” was a private in
a platoon I ecommanded and I was able to
ot a portion of my own back.

My. May: Two “pansies.”

Mr. YATES: Quite right; but one was
much larger than the other! But the man
who derided the very thing I was striving
for was one of the first to join up and he
tried to do his hest for his country. Had
he been given early training he would not
have derided the Militia but would have
been keenly alive to what it stood for. So
T appeal to our Government to support any
move for the reintroduction of compulsory
training. It does no harm to the lads to
go through training during the week and
to spend a fortnight in camp once a year.
Tt makes men of them. It is the way for
them to find out whether they ean “take it”
or not.

As it does pat do any harm and is likely
to do the counfry a vast amount of goed,
hecause it teaches young men the funda-
mental principles of welfare and of pro-
tection; and as it mives the authorities an
idea of where to secure potential leaders,
which would be laeking without the reintro-
duction of the scheme, I hope the Govern-
ment will support a move for soeh train-
ing. The present permanent standing Army
is a different set-up altogether. It docs not
teach youths as they should be taught. The
right idea exists in public schools and eol-
leges where there is cadet training. But let
the system be introduced into civilian life
and let the young men who now waste their
time at week-cnds fake their share also. If
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cadets can he trained, why not youths in
the outside world?

I wish to say = little about the City of
Perth, A lot has been said about bus
shelters. We have our problem in South
Perth where people have to wait in the rain
and I have been trying to get bus shelters
erected out that way. [ had a proposition
to submit regarding sheller for a certain
number of people who use buses. As is
known, buses that travel te South Perth
and Uomo leave the old (.P.0, building in
Bt. George's-terrace. At peak periods a queue
of people ix to be seen stretehing from in
front of the steps to Barrack-street, as far
as the lane on some oceasions. They have
to stand ihere winter and summer waiting
for buses. ln the summey the heat of the
sun pours down on them and they have no
protection; and in the winoter they are
drenched by rain.

The propositior I have ir mind
js . that a cantilever verandah be
erected around the bulding from the lane
in Barrack-street into St. George's-terraee
and right along to Catbedral Avenue. It
would not interfere with traflic in any shape
or form and would provide shelter for
people eoming from the river if they were
caught in a shower of rain.  Above all,
it would provide a much-needed shelter for
bus patrons. I urge the Government fo go
into that proposition and give it fullest
consideration. [ am certain it would assist’
bus patrons during the winter and summer
months when they are awaiting transport.

I also suggest that the taxis whiech are
now able to stand right up to the edge of the
bus-stop outside the old G.P.0Q. be removed
and that the bus stand take up the whole
block to the Cathedral corner. At 1 o'clock
on Saturdays when people are going home
from the city or going to the races, there
is frightful congestion at the bus stop. Then
in the centre of the road there is the under-
ground lavatory and there are taxis back-
ing out from the kerb and mixing with
pedestrians and ‘other traffic, There is no
reason why those taxis—there are about 10
of them—should not be removed down the
other side of Cathedral Avenue, between
there and Pier-street, where they would not
interfere with the flow of traffie,

The Government should also go into the
matter of underground lavatories, which
should be removed. If not, an entrance
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should he made from the footpath and the
surface covered so that traffic ean use the
road. Those lavatories are a menace to life
and limb. I know of obe case of death
and many cases of serious injury eaused
through vehicles, sometimes driven by inebri-
ated drivers, crashing into the iron rail-
ings in wet weather. The time has come
in onr city. which is already overtaxed with
traffic, for the demolition of these unsightly
structures, snd for them to be moved to
different areas.

The next item I am going to tonch on
briefly, deals with the employment of boys
in the Government service, It is a well-
known fact that most Government depari-
ments find it extremely hard to get boys
of schonl-leaving age, the reason being that
they are given no continuity of employment
but are forced to leave when they reach the
age of 16, or at latest 17, vears. University
students then take their place and continue
their cureer in the Government, On the
“Igt July last, 16 Government departments
f&lnd it impossible to secure the services
of boys to do their messages and inter-de-
parimental work. A few of those depart-
ments were the P.W.D., Lands, Forests,
Water Supply, the Public Trustee, the
State Housing Commission, the Electoral,
and the Main Roads. Advertisements appear
regularly in the Press, but the depariments
get no answers. I do not blame the parents.
What chance in life has 2 boy got who
wastes three years of his early youth in
these departments, with no opportunity of
proving that be will be a good employee?
The policy evidently is that they must have
a University education or, at the least, pos-
sess the Junior University certificate before
being given permanent employment.

What of our many Government heads to-
day—our inder Secretaries? How many
of them wen{ through =z university before
joining the service? T think that in most
cases they joined as youths and gained ez-
pericnee as they went along. Some might
have gone to night school, and ‘some might
have goi junior certificates. If a lad has
ibility and can adapt himself to the work
f the department in which be is empleyed,
1e should be given an opportunity of mak-

g a career of the job from the time he

firs, amd not tossed out at the age of

| or 17 vears. These children should be

"wed io pass the necessary examinations

)
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for the Government work in which they are
employed.

Take a boy who has the junior certificate!
After he has been a year or two in a de-
partment, he probably needs to have a
knowledge of only one or iwo subjeets to
carry out his work. IE, 10 or 15 years
later, he js given an opportunity of trans-
ferring, he will find that he has forgotten
practically all he ever learned at the time
of passing his junior examination. That
is what oceurs in most cases. He remembers
a certain amount of arithmetic and a little
history, geometry and =o on, but the rest
is lost. The boys joining these departments
should be given a chadece to study for the
neeessary examinations and not be told,
“You are on the temporary staff and must
go when you are 16 or 17, irrespective of
Your ability,” I commend to the Govern-
ment the matter of making an inspeetion
into the position of the employment of boys
in Government departments today,

Another matter I must tonch on is one
that some other member mentioned and he
nearly brought the House down. It is that
dealing with the scandalons imposition on
the people of Australia by the Common-
wealth Government deciding to take over
control of all banks. I do not think that
any man in his heart here, irrespective of
what Party he stands for, can honestly
believe that what the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment is doing is right.

Mr, Reynolds: Do not make any mistake
about it!

Mr. YATES: T am sorry for the hon.
member, because he will be sorry for the
state that this country will get into if this
proposition is brought into being. We were
told that King O’Malley would turn in
his grave if he knew the turn that events
have taken today.

Hon, A. R, G. Hawke: He is not in his
grave!

Mr. YATES: I was told this afternoon
that he was dead. At any rate, he would
be a very sorry man to see this go through.
This was never his intention, TWhat he
wanted was thai we should have a central
Commonwealth Bank, and he instituted that
scheme, which has been suceessful. He
never intended that everyone in the eountry
shonld be under the complete subjuzation
of the Commonwezlth Government hecause
of its financial set-up, and that is what the
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position will be if this scheme comes into
operation. It is well known that several
men now deceased, sftarted on the same
tactics. One was Hitler and another was
Maussolini. They went out for all the power
they could get, and when they controlled the
finances of their countries they were able
to do what they wanted, and they controlled
every person, body and soul. Do not tell
me that we would get a fair deal if the
banks were all under the authority of the
Cummonweaith, If one bank said, “I
cannot give yon any money,” it wounld be
hopeless to go fo any other. Today a per-
gon can try many banks and, perhaps, find
one that will fit in *with his reguirements.
I am not a capitalist but the same as most
other members here, and I feel that this
is a revolutionary step. It is not for the
benefit of our people.

Mr. Reynolds: It is evolutionary, not
revolutionary.

Mr. YATES: It is revolutionary. The
time might eome when we might go to a
bank and ask for £100 and be told that
we conld only have £10.

Mr. Marshall: That has bappened to me
thousands of times already!

Mr. YATES: When all these banks come
nnder the Commonwealth Bank, I might
go along with a friend, and say to the bank
manager, “I might be the next Premier of
this Sfate, what about giving this man a
loan?" He would reply, “I will fix it up.”
Do not members think that political pres-
sure will be brouzhbt to bear on the adminis-
tration of these banks? Tt is a political
move, and a political move only. It will be
a sorry day for our people when this legis-
lation is brought in.

Mr. Graham: You have ruined an other-
wise good speech,

Mr. YATES: I am only saying what T
feel is right. The hon. member can say what
he thinks at some futare time, and I will
respect what he believes. If he disagrees
with me, T will still be friendly with him.
I believe the future of our country will be
impaired by this iniquitous step. The Com-
monwealth Government will contrel us body
and soul. It will have charge of our purse,
and will dictate what we are to do. What
will come next on the list? Probably the
insurance eompanies!

Mr. Revnolds: They will nationalise the
Liberal Party.
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Mr. YATES: It has been whispered o
a lung time that this gnd that will be done
The Commonweaith Government has nov
shown itself in its true colours and prove:
itself false to the people by taking thi
step, No sane persons would have vote
that Government inte power if they hac
known of this. Do not tell me that it i
not frand!

Hoen. B. Nulsen: It has always been th
policy of the Labour 1’arty.

Mr. YATES: It has still to get past thi
High Court. There will be a big battle over
this, I hape that right will come out ot
top. I am sure this iz a retrograde stej
and that al]l decent thinking people in thi
country, Labour or otherwise, will agre
that the Commonwealth Government shouls
not interfere with barnking in Australia
The banking institutions have carried on t
the benefit of free trade in the land fo
over a cenfury. The banks depend upon th
goodwill of the peeple to remain open. They
have supported the pcople, and between thi
two—-the banks and the peoples—the coun
try has progressed.

Hon. A. H. Panton: They smashed a few
in the early '90’s,

Mr. YATES: I do not remember that fa
back, though the member for Leederville
may. If ome did not get finance from ¢
bank gne would have to get it from a money.
lender, who wounld put the screws on. The
banks have done a grand job in this country
especially during the last war. If all the
hanks were under the contrel of the Com-
monwealth and a central bank, and existing
avenues were closed, 1 do not believe this
scheme would work out at all well, As 2
member of this House I protest strongly
against this, the most iniquitous act yel
perpetrated by the Commonwealth Govern
ment, I trust that this Government will
support any move to see that something is
done to oppase this action by the Common-
wealth, particularly when the matter zoes
before the High Court. When I read the
article in the Press, setting forth the in-
tentions of the Commonwealth Government,
1 thought a very dangerous step had been
taken. T would not like to say here what 1
really think about it.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: T would like 11
hear Mr, Speaker om this question. f

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! ‘
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Mr. YATES: I have covered a fair bit
of ground tonight and if I have trodden on
anyone’s corns I am sorry.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Do not mind the
corns. That is what you are here for,

Mr. YATES: I appreciate the courtesy
extended to me by all members since I
have been here, I have made many friends
among both Labour members and members
of the Government, and I am certain that
my futuré in this House will be a happy
one. I will give of my best and co-operate
with all members for the welfare of this
great State of ours,

On motion by Hon. E, H. H. Hall, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.34 p.m.

Tegislative Covmcil.
Wednesday, 20th August, 1947,

PagGE
Question:  Railways, as to Illesel for Knlgoorl[e-
Esperance line .
Leave of absence
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Address-ln-reply, slxth day
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT teook the
Chair at 4.30 p.m,, and read prayers.

QUESTION.

RATLWAYS,

As tp Diesel for Kalgoorlie—Esperance
Line,

Hon. R. 4. B()‘S.'LF_‘.\T asked the Minister
for Mines:

(1) Has consideration heen given by the
AMinister for Railways to the neeessity of
providing 2 Diesel rail coach for the Kal-
goorlie-Norseman-Esperance line?

(2) If so, is there any likelihood of hav-
ing one in operation by the next Christmas
holiday season?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) It is impossible to make any such pro-
mise at the present time, but every effort

will be made to meet the desires of the
Goldfields’ residents in the matter.

C.8.A, sheep trucks.
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch,
leave of absence for twelve consecufive sit-
tings granted to Hon. J. G. Hislop (Metro-
politan) on the ground of public business.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Sizth Day,
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. A, L. LOTON (South-East) [4.35]:
I wish to eongratulate you, Sir, upon your
appointment as Deputy President and trust
that you witll have an easy time in the
Chair during the unavoidable absence of
the President. It is to be hoped that before
the expiration of the leave grapied to Mr.
Seddon he will be restored to good health,
and we look forward to having him back
in the Chair. I also congratulate Mr. Parker
upon his appointment as Minister for
Mines and Health, and Mr, Wood upeon
his elevation to the position of Honorary
Minister in charge oof the Agrieuliural De-
partment. Members representing the rural
areas are gratified at having a practical
Minister dealing with agricultural matters
because we realise that when we hring our
problems before him he ecan visualise the
difficulties #Mom the correct angle without
having to rely upon his official advisers
for directions as to the course he should
pursue,

This afternoon my remarks will be con-
fined mostly to matters coming under the
Jurisdiction of the Honorary Minister at
the Agrieultural Department.  The first
question I wish to bring under his notice
deals with the defieiencies with regard to
These are special
frueks provided by the Railway Department
for the conveyance of lambs to the market.
They are fitted with a type of grating so
as to prevent the lambs from becoming
soiled in transit. Some relcrence wa® made
recently in the Press {o the matter, and for
some unknown reason the railway authori-
ties are not now supplying the trueks. Only
a fortnight ago one of the reports dealing

.with stock sales at Midland Jul’jctmn com-

meneed with the following words:—

Many lambs were submitted in a soiled con-
ditien with consequent loss to the producers.
I trust the Honorary Minister will take
this matter up with the Commissioner of
Railways and with the Minister for Raifl-



